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NAIROBI, Tuesday: The
Ethiopian military Government,
unable to dislodge rebel troops
from a crucial Red Sea port and
losing ground 1o another group
of insurgents which has moved to
within 160 kilometres of the
country’s capital, is now fighting
for its life, Western diplomats in
Addis Ababa said yesterday,

And while the rebeis continue
10 pile up military and psychologi-
cal victories, the Sovier Union,
Ethiopia's traditiona] arms sup-
plier, has refused 1o allow the
Government of Licutenant-Colo-
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has been involved massively in 140 Batrerseq Park Road, SW1;

der threat‘-'

After that, the Tigrean
People’s Liberation Front, which
is fighting to overthrow the
Mengistu Government, captured
!mportant towns in northern
Shoa Province, which includes
the capital,

At a Senate committes hearing
in Washington two weeks ago,
the Assistant Secretary of State
for African Affairs, Mr Herman
Cohen, described the increasing
civil conflict jn Ethiopia as
“possibly the largest in terms of
combatants and the most destruc-
tive conflict in the world today™, -

As the Soviet role continues to

nel Mengistu Haijle Mariam to use Colonel Mengistu
Soviet aircraft sl based at Addis

Ababa airport.

The port, Ethiopia's main i gram, which
The refusal has Severely  access to the sea and the major 7*':41¢¢ program, whi g
strained the transport of troops delivery point for acy pot & the end of this year, will
[0 Asmara, the besieged, Goy- relief food for drought-stricken
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€mment-held northery city and

the port of Massawa.

Unable to retake the port -

: Washington said.
four or five counter-antacks in

about 12,000 Ethiopian troops mid-February,
killed, wounded and captured —

Massawa, the diplomats said, the Eritrean People’s

The cstimates on casualtjes in  Froat, which has been fighting Ethiopia has been averted, but

military aid from Israel.

Force last week, officials in mucha.-s{heleaderwould like,

Tens of thousands of tonnes of . One of the effects of the Isracli
the past seyeral Weeks a‘e  foreign-donated food have been  iNVolvement has been new mili-
belicved to have failed, wih destroyed by bombing since 'y supplies to the Eritrean

: ] The Government'
the Government is now bombing i continued (g weaken since

-.. getting decline — Soyiet officials have

told Western diplomats in Addis
Ababa that the current military

tely nceded | renewed — [srae] hasg
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gistu militari]y, although not as

rebels from Arab countries, dip-
lomats said. ;

: So far, the severe famine that
Liberation had been feared for northern
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the Eritrean fighting came from for the secession of the northern  aid officials say that to prevent

the rebels, but diplomats in province of Eritrea

for nearly large-scale starvation, much |

Addis Ababa say they are gener-  three decades, took Massawa in  food still is needed, |
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conscripted airborpe soldiers, whqo have not completed

their regyjar training.
(Voice of the Eth, People for Peace, Freedom and Demoeracy in
Ambharic 2 May 50)

Tigrayan rebels report Sovernment ajr raids
20) The Dergue hag fepeatedly bompeq
Ambat areag [both phouctic] of Mer-
abete province [northern Shewa], inflicting damage g
people and Property. In the Prolonged attack, which the
Dergue carrieq out from Sth to 9t May, 263 homes were
des:roycd.

(Voice of the Tigray Revolution in Tigrigna 15 May 90)

WB i May 90) 1p 4 Campaign carrjeq out during the
week against 3 Weyane {'I‘PLP]'
dents of Gishe Province in northern Shews ,
live area managed ihi

(Voice of Ethiopia, Adgjs Ababa in Engjisp 14 May 5g)

Gondar front

EPRDF ang Tigrayan rebel military clajms
(SWEB 20 Apr99) Oq 29th Megabi; [7th April] a 7,000-
Strong armed anq Unarmed [ Govcmmcut] force, press.
ganged from Amp, Giorgis in Gonder region with the
false promise that those who gjq 10t have guns woyu1q be
given them, and ordered (g torture the
destroy the Weyanes
ern Gonder region], but it was dis

army and the whabitants of the area,
(Voice of the Tigray Revolutiog in Amharie 18 Apr 90)

ministratiye area, fy]]
continyed MmOpping-yp Operations
peace and anti-unity W,

(0 a report from ghe revolutionary Campaign cenqre of
the adminstratiye “Iea, given to the Ethiopian news
Agency, 70 bandirs ‘/ere destroyed in 5 “ampaign carrieq

Himora anq Wegera Provinces thjg week.
(Voice of Ethiopia, Addis Ababa, Amharic g May 90)

thers were Wounded ip ﬁ.;c rounds of
bombings against Massawa OR April 4,6 and 7 respe. _

EPLF report attack launcheq o Asmera
(SWB 26 Apr 99) In 3 military actipn lauched by the
PeOpIe’s force insige Asmera towy [capital of

Eritrea] fiye members of he Ethiopiag ajr force were
illed and eight others Were wounded, o
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Government report of shelling of Asmera air-

port by EPLF

(SWB 21 May 90) Voice of Ethiopia (Addis Ababa)
cited the Ethiopian news agency on 19th May forareport
that the EPLF had "made a futile attempt to shell As-
mera airport from far away by infiltrating its agents
during the week". According to the agency report, this
was undertaken "with a view to disrupting the work... to
deliver aid by land and air to drought-hit compatriots in
autonomous Eritrea”. No further details of the attack on
the airport were given.

EPLF reports another air raid on Mitsiwa
(SWB 19 May 90) Enemy fighter planes yesterday
morning raided the places known as Edaga and Girar in
Mitsiwa [Massawa] port. The fighter planes, which ar-
rived at 0700, dropped four napalm bombs. In this, the
seveth air raid, there were no casualties, although there.
was limited damage to property.

On 5 June the BBC reported that the Ethiopian
Government for the ninth time had bombed Massawa.
No casualties were reported.

EPLF: over 1,000 government troops put out

of action

(SWB 24 May 90) The pro-EPLF Voice of the Broad
Masses of Eritrea said on 22nd May that the EPLF army
had put more than 1,070 enemy troops out of action on
the Segeneyti front (south-east of Asmera). It said 507
were killed, 565 wounded and six others captured. The
same radio reported the next day that the government
forces had used heavy weapons to shell the Segeneyti
area and had destroyed two churches and a school in an
air raid as well as burning many homes.

Fighting in northern Shewa, Segeneyti and
Ginda fronts

(SWB 4 Jun 90) Voice of Ethiopia (Addis Ababa)
reported on 31st May that government forces had recap-
tured Kara Michik and Meranya (about 100 miles north
north-cast of Addis), after defeating TPLF forces which
had infiltrated the northern Shewa border. Reporting on
2nd June, Voice of the Tigray Revolution said that the
Fourth Battalion of the government’s 124th Brigade was
"completely in disarray” during an engagement on 31st
May with Tigray rcbels at Alem (in northern Shewa
about 80 miles north of Addis Ababa).

The joint offensive launched by the TPLF and the
EPLF on the Segeneyti front was being resisted by the
army "with great martyrdom’”, Voice of Ethiopia said on
31st May, calling for the "unreserved support” of the
entire Ethiopian population on this front. Voice of the
Broad Masses of Eritrea reported on the 31st that in the
Segeneyti offensive EPLF soldiers had put more than
12,000 government troops out of action, of whom 7,000
soldiers had been killed, 4,000 wounded and 1,100 cap-
tured.

Voice of the Broad Masses of Eritrea reported on2nd
June during an offensive launched or. 31st May on the
Adi Roso front, ou the extreme south of the Ginda front
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(i.e., north-east of Asn:era, between Asmera and Mit-
siwa), the EPLF had put more than 2,000 government
troops out of action.

Operation by Afar Liberation Front

(SWB 31 }May 90) The Afar Liberation Front has car-
ried out a successful operation on the Aseb-Addis
Ababa road. In the operation on 19th May, the com-

batants of the front burnt out three trucks...
(Voice of the Broad Masses of Eritrea in Tigrigna 28 May 90)

Wollega and Ogaden

Oromo rebels report 22 government troops

killed

(SWB 10 Apr 90) Asosa, Western Oromoland [Western
Ethiopial: The heroic Oromo Liberation Army [OLA]...
is confining the enemy force to the towns by blocking all
enemy attempts to move to the liberated countryside.
Accordingly, the OLA stationed in Begi province
punished and dispersed the Ambhara government sol-
diers in fighting at Taladu Dhaga Boka, 10 km from Begi
town in Begi province, Asosa administrative area, in
western Oromia on 1st April 1990.

(Voice of Oromo Liberation in Oromifa 6 Apr 90)

Ogaden National Liberation Front

(ION 28 Apr 90) The Ogaden National Liberation
Front has just reported that at the end of March it
attacked government forces in the village of Bigrod
between Dhagabur and Qabridaharre. This operation
was to show support for the villagers who were resisting
conscription. In retaliation, Addis Ababa troops ap-
parently intimidated the people of the Dhagahbur
region.

Human developments
Ceasefire

Donors urge immediate ceasefire

(AED 7 May 90) Major aid donors have called for an
immediate ceasefire in the civil war so that relief supplies
can be channelled through neutral organisations.

Statement of principles for humanitarian
relief efforts in F.thiopia

(New Yort, 24 Apr ¢0) We, the representatives of
Canada, the European Community and its member
states, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United
States of America, do hereby call upon all parties to the
conflict to observe strictly the following principles to
ensure speedy and effective humanitarian relief to the
victims of drought and conflict in Ethiopia in order to
prevent large-scale starvation.

We strongly urge all parties to the conflict




