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Eritrea is celebrating 26th Independence Day on May 24th. Therefore, let me take this
opportunity to extend our deep-felt gratitude and thanks to the Government and people of
Japan for their continued solidarity and assistance provided to our nation building. Various
important diplomatic, political, economic, social, and cultural exchanges have taken place
between Eritrea and Japan during this period. Today’s event of photo exhibition organized by
the Embassy of the State of Eritrea to Japan, supported by Minato City, Kanagawa Prefecture,
Odawara City, Hakone Town, Qiso Town, SEISA Group and Foundation for Global Children
is one of them.

This cultural event is not only to commemorate the Independence Day but also to remember
the sense of freedom experienced by the people of Eritrea through the eyes of a Japanese
photographer Mr. Tomoaki Nakano. Mr. Nakano has extensively covered Eritrea for more than
two decades now. His photographs have indeed managed to capture the historical moment of
the deep multi-dimensional mixed feelings of the people of Eritrea - hope, sweat, blood, tears,
generations of struggle against tyranny to achieve peace, justice, prosperity and freedom.

Though a young nation, Eritrea is as old as human history. Abdur — which is about 125,000
years old - the earliest site, best-dated evidence for human occupation of a coastal marine
environment - is found on the Red Sea Coast of present day Eritrea..

The people of Eritrea waged long peaceful and protracted armed struggle for self-
determination and independence for fifty years. The armed struggle was one of the longest and
biggest wars so far recorded in the history of Africa, which involved a variety of interventions
by foreign military and security forces.

The Eritrean Peoples Liberation Army (EPLA) won this war by defeating fully the Ethiopian
occupation army and supporters in 1991. A major military victory, which included the full
liberation of Eritrea and Ethiopia, were successfully established in the Horn of Africa.

This was followed by a historic national referendum of Eritrea, held from 21st to 23rd May
1993. The benchmark for the future peace, stability, prosperity and cooperation of the Horn of
Africa was established. 98.5% of the people of Eritrea who participated in this referendum -
which are of Nilotic, Cushitic, Semitic, Hamitic origin and followers of Judaism, Christianity,
Islam and Anna religious denominations - voted for independence. The bullet box was
overthrown by a ballot box in Africa. It was a re-birth of democracy in East Africa.

Eritrea was officially declared independent and sovereign state on May 24, 1993.

On the side line of this event please kindly observe also Asmara, the capital city of Eritrea:
Africa’s modernist city, which is a candidate for UNESCO World Heritage Listing in 2017. Its
architectural charterer as depicted in the panels exemplifies pre World War II modernism.

Thank you Nakano, thank you Minato Government, SEISA Group and all who made this
exhibition a successful public diplomacy event

May 24 2017

ESTIFANOS Afeworki
Ambassador of the State of Eritrea to Japan

MESSAGE FROM
AMBASSADOR

OF THE STATE OF
ERITREA TO JAPAN
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A few years ago, one night approaching the Independence Day, | was walking down the alley
of Asmara. I had finished my supper and I was on my way back to the hotel when I met a
group of young Diasporas who were on a temporary return. As the Independence Day is
coming, a number of Diaspora like them returned to Eritrea to celebrate it. They invited me to
a small bar. As I told them that I had visited Eritrea almost every year since the independence
in 1991, they were in a good mood and listening to my story. After drinking and talking with
them, I got the impression that these youngsters really love their country and have a sense of
pride even as they live overseas. I was told that I was an honor guest of Eritrea and they bought
my drink and I walked back to the hotel in the twilight before dawn.

It has been 34 years since I first set my foot in Africa, and from my experience this kind of
event is almost like a miracle elsewhere in Africa. In some countries, the police and the airport
staff tricks foreigners and ask for bribe to rip off some cash. Moreover, other than a few
exceptions, there are almost no cities where we foreigners can walk safely after the dark.

Through the colonial period, Africa had been exploited. Even now, exploitation is going on.
Therefore some might think that they are entitled for repayment and aid in order to gain back
what was taken away from them. Not a few countries turn a blind eye to a number of
conditions required for the aid. Sometimes certain grim attitude can be seen that one seeks to
get everything he can get. Perhaps a high-ranking government official from some country
might mutter; “I don’t care about what I need to return to the people, everything must go into
my pocket first.” There are some countries where the people protest to remove the president
due to wide spread corruption committed by himself.

Since the history of independence and liberation of Africa is still short, excuses can be made
regarding their current reality. However, the spread of corruption and instability pose a biggest
obstacle for nation building. Sometimes it makes me sad to see that the same things are still
being repeated even after half a century has passed since their independence.

Eritrea is a country that went through a 30-year-long struggle for independence and chose
independence after a referendum. As [ have continued my work in Eritrea, I have a great hope
for this country’s nation building after only a quarter of a century since independence. I see a
potential in the attitude of the people living in Eritrea that can lead to a way out of the chaos in
Africa someday.

[ hereby invite you to look at the bright appearance of Eritrea, around the hopeful days of the
independence, as well as marked the 25th anniversary of its independence last year.

May 24, 2017

Tomoaki Nakano
Photo Journalist

MESSAGE FROM
THE PHOTOGRAPHER
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People queue up referendum day April 1993 in Asmara
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President given blessing by Bishop after Eritrean people decide independence
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A Happy lady raised Eritrean National flag in the Asmara stadium to
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EPLF fighter arrived at Asmara from field as young boys welcoming
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One of the first groups in Sawa Camp in 1994
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Happy passengers landed in Asmara 1991
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Eritrean man proudly raised entry immigration card 1991
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“Welcome to Liberated Eritrea™ at Asmara Stadium in 1991
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A lady voting referendum in Asmara April 1993
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President shaking hands with UN official after voting finish in Asmara 1993
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Officials explaining how to vote referendum in Asmara 1993
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Some Eritrean volunteers with UN cap at referendum days in Asmara 1993
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People welcoming President arrival at voting venue at school 1993
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People dancing and celebrating during referendum on the street of Asmara 1993
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President announced ending of referendum at press conference 1993
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Young boys celebrating independence in the street of Asmara
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Local photographers celebrating Ag Free Eritrea Ag 1991
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Development: Railway rehabilitation project
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Development: Railway rchabilitation project
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Development: Railway rehabilitation project
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Development: Railway rehabilitation project
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Development : Dam construction
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Development : Road construction
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Demining project team squat on the mines which demined
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Ethiopian POW leaving for home 1991
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Celebrating independence in Milan at Asmara restaurant 1993
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One Eritrean couple celebrating independence in Milan, Italia 1993
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Kunama lady carrying boy traditional way near Barentu
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One Famer family cultivating their farm on the way to Keren
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One girl who has both parents were fighters smiling after referendum 1993
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