


1

!e State of Eritrea!e State of Eritrea

 A Monthly Newsletter Prepared by the Public Relations Division, Issue No 96, June 2026

 Ministry of Agriculture Newsletter Ministry of Agriculture Newsletter
Eritrea’s Agricultural Development 

Over the Past 35 Years
tĂƚĞƌ�ZĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌ��ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ

Over the past 35 years of 
independence, Eritrea has made 
remarkable progress in transforming 
its agricultural sector through 
sustained investment in water 
resource development; soil and 
ǁĂƚĞƌ� ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͕� ĂŶĚ� ůŝǀĞƐƚŽĐŬ�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͘� dŚĞƐĞ� ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�
realized through the Government’s 
ŽǁŶ� ĞīŽƌƚƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�
with development partners, have 
played a decisive role in improving 
food security, strengthening rural 
livelihoods, and enhancing the 
ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ� ŽĨ� ĨĂƌŵŝŶŐ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�
ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘

KŶĞ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ŵŽƐƚ� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�
accomplishments has been the 
ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ� ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ǁĂƚĞƌ�
ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ��ƌŝƚƌĞĂ͘��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƟŵĞ� ŽĨ� ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ� ŝŶ� ϭϵϵϭ͕� ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ� ŚĂĚ� ŽŶůǇ� ĂďŽƵƚ� ϭϯϬ� ĚĂŵƐ͘�
dŽĚĂǇ͕ � ƚŚĂƚ� ŶƵŵďĞƌ� ŚĂƐ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�
more than sixfold to approximately 
ϴϱϬ�ǁĂƚĞƌ� ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌƐ͘� dŚĞƐĞ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�
large strategic dams, medium-sized 
ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŝĐƌŽͲĚĂŵƐ͘

dŚĞ�ĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�
ŚĂƐ� ŚĂĚ� ĨĂƌͲƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ� ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͘� /Ŷ� Ă�

country characterized by arid and 
ƐĞŵŝͲĂƌŝĚ� ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ŚŝŐŚůǇ�
vulnerable to recurrent drought and 
ĚĞƐĞƌƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ͕� ǁĂƚĞƌ� ŚĂƌǀĞƐƟŶŐ� ŚĂƐ�
ďĞĐŽŵĞ� Ă� ĐŽƌŶĞƌƐƚŽŶĞ� ŽĨ� ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� ƉŽůŝĐǇ͘� dŚĞ� ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌƐ�
have ensured reliable water supplies 
ĨŽƌ� ĚŽŵĞƐƟĐ� ƉƵďůŝĐ� ƵƐĞ͕� ůŝǀĞƐƚŽĐŬ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ĂůƐŽ� ĨŽƌ� ŝƌƌŝŐĂƟŽŶ� ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�ƚŽ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͘

dŚĞƐĞ�ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�
ǀĞŐĞƚĂďůĞ� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ďǇ� ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ�
Ɛŝǆ� ƟŵĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĨƌƵŝƚ� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ďǇ�
ŽǀĞƌ�ϳϭ�ƟŵĞƐ�ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�
ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͘�&ĂƌŵĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�
ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ� ĂƩĞƐƚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�
ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƟǀĞ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĚĂŵƐ͕�

ŶŽƟŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞǇ� ŚĂǀĞ� ĞŶĂďůĞĚ� ƚŚĞ�
establishment of new farms, expanded 
ŝƌƌŝŐĂƚĞĚ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂůůǇ�
improved household incomes and 
ůŝǀŝŶŐ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ͘

dŚĞ� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ� ŝŶ� ǁĂƚĞƌ� ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�
development is closely linked to 
Eritrea’s comprehensive soil and 
ǁĂƚĞƌ� ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘�
ZĞĐŽŐŶŝǌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ůĂŶĚ� ĚĞŐƌĂĚĂƟŽŶ�
and water scarcity posed major 
ƚŚƌĞĂƚƐ� ƚŽ� ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀŝƚǇ͕ �
the Government and people of 
�ƌŝƚƌĞĂ� ŵĂĚĞ� ƐŽŝů� ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� Ă�
ŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ͘� KǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĂƐƚ� ϯϱ�
ǇĞĂƌƐ͕� ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� Ϯϵϯ͕ϬϬϬ� ŚĞĐƚĂƌĞƐ�
ŽĨ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� ůĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϭϯϱ͕ϬϬϬ�
hectares of catchment areas have 
been rehabilitated through terracing, 
ĂŶĚ� ŽƚŚĞƌ� ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ͘�
/Ŷ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕� ĐŚĞĐŬ� ĚĂŵƐ�ǁŝƚŚ� Ă� ƚŽƚĂů�
ǀŽůƵŵĞ� ĞǆĐĞĞĚŝŶŐ� ϲ͘Ϯ� ŵŝůůŝŽŶ� ĐƵďŝĐ�
meters have been constructed to 
control erosion, enhance groundwater 
ƌĞĐŚĂƌŐĞ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƌĞĚƵĐĞ� ƐĞĚŝŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŝŶ�ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌƐ͘
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�ƌŝƚƌĞĂ�ŚĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�
ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ůŝǀĞƐƚŽĐŬ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ĂŶŝŵĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͘

�� ŵĂũŽƌ� ďƌĞĂŬƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ�
ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ĐŽŵƉƵůƐŽƌǇ�
ǀĂĐĐŝŶĂƟŽŶ� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ� ƚŽ� ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�
ĞŶĚĞŵŝĐ� ůŝǀĞƐƚŽĐŬ� ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞƐ͘� ^ŝŶĐĞ�
ϮϬϭϯ͕� ĂƌŽƵŶĚ� Ϯ͘ϱ� ŵŝůůŝŽŶ� ĂŶŝŵĂůƐ�
have been vaccinated annually 
ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�>ƵŵƉǇ�^ŬŝŶ�
�ŝƐĞĂƐĞ͕�^ŚĞĞƉ�ĂŶĚ�'ŽĂƚ�WŽǆ͕�WĞƐƚĞ�
ĚĞƐ� WĞƟƚƐ� ZƵŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ� ;WWZͿ͕� ĂŶĚ�
&ŽŽƚ� ĂŶĚ�DŽƵƚŚ��ŝƐĞĂƐĞ͘� �ĞŐŝŶŶŝŶŐ�
ŝŶ� ϮϬϮϱ͕� ƚŚĞ� ǀĂĐĐŝŶĂƟŽŶ� ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ�
ǁĂƐ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�ĞǆƉĂŶĚĞĚ͕�ĐŽǀĞƌŝŶŐ�
more than 6 million livestock 
ĂŶĚ� ƉŽƵůƚƌǇ͘� �Ɛ� Ă� ƌĞƐƵůƚ͕� ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ�
outbreaks and animal mortality have 
been reduced to minimal levels, 
greatly improving herd health and 
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀŝƚǇ͘

dŚĞ� ƉŽƵůƚƌǇ� ƐĞĐƚŽƌ� ŚĂƐ� ĂůƐŽ�
experienced extraordinary 
ŐƌŽǁƚŚ͘� �ƚ� ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͕� ƉŽƵůƚƌǇ�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ǁĂƐ� ůĂƌŐĞůǇ� ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ� ƚŽ�
ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ǀŝůůĂŐĞͲďĂƐĞĚ� ƉŽƵůƚƌǇ�
ŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ� ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͖� ĂŶĚ�ǁĂƐ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞĚ�
ďǇ� ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ� ĨĞǁ� ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͘� dŽ�
promote modern poultry systems, 
ƚŚĞ� 'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ� ďĞŐĂŶ� ŝŵƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
improved parent-stock breeds, 
ŵƵůƟƉůǇŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞŵ� ůŽĐĂůůǇ͕ � ĂŶĚ�

ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĚĂǇͲŽůĚ�ĐŚŝĐŬƐ�ƚŽ�ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ŚŽƵƐĞŚŽůĚƐ͘� �ƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĂƐƚ�
ϯϱ� ǇĞĂƌƐ͕� ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ� ϭϭϯ͕ϬϬϬ�
parent-stock chickens have been 
imported, and more than 8 million 
day-old chicks have been distributed 
ƚŽ�ďĞŶĞĮĐŝĂƌŝĞƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘

�ĞĞŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ� ŝƐ� ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ� ĂƌĞĂ� ǁŚĞƌĞ�
ŶŽƚĂďůĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞĚ͘�
/Ŷ� ϭϵϵϭ͕� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ� ŚĂĚ� ĂŶ� ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ�
ϭϵ͕ϬϬϬ� ďĞĞ� ĐŽůŽŶŝĞƐ͘� dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
targeted extension services and 
ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ� ŚŝǀĞ�
technologies, this number has 
ŐƌŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϰϲ͕ϬϬϬ�ĐŽůŽŶŝĞƐ͘�
dƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŚŝǀĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŐƌĂĚƵĂůůǇ�ďĞŝŶŐ�
ƌĞƉůĂĐĞĚ� ďǇ� ŵŽƌĞ� ĞĸĐŝĞŶƚ� ŵŽĚĞƌŶ�
ĨƌĂŵĞ� ŚŝǀĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŽƉͲďĂƌ� ŚŝǀĞƐ͘�

�ƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ͕ �ϱϭ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ĐŽůŽŶŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�
managed using modern frame hives, 
ϰϭ� ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ� ƌĞŵĂŝŶ� ŝŶ� ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
hives, and 8 percent use top-bar 
ŚŝǀĞƐ͘

�Ɛ� Ă� ƌĞƐƵůƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�
ŚŽŶĞǇ� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ŚĂƐ� ĞǆƉĂŶĚĞĚ�
ƚŽ� Ăůů� ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘�
/ŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ� ƐƵƉƉůǇ� ŚĂƐ� ŵĂĚĞ� ŚŽŶĞǇ�
more accessible to consumers, with 
prices declining by more than half 
ĐŽŵƉĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ϭϵϵϬƐ͘��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐĂŵĞ�ƟŵĞ͕�ďĞĞŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�
an increasingly important source 
of supplementary income for rural 
households and an environmentally 
ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ĞŶƚĞƌƉƌŝƐĞ͘

Livestock Development and Animal Health
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dŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�
/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ� ŚĂƐ� ƉůĂǇĞĚ� Ă� ĐĞŶƚƌĂů�
ƌŽůĞ� ŝŶ� ďŽŽƐƟŶŐ� ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀŝƚǇ� ĂŶĚ� ƉƌŽŵŽƟŶŐ�
sustainable farming systems 
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ͘� dŚŽƵŐŚ� ŝƚ�
ĂƐƐƵŵĞĚ�ŝƚƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶĂů�
ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ� ŝŶ� ϮϬϬϯ͕� ƚŚĞ� /ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�
ƚƌĂĐĞƐ� ŝƚƐ� ŽƌŝŐŝŶƐ� ďĂĐŬ� ƚŽ� ϭϵϭϬ͕�
ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĨƌŝĐĂ Ɛ͛�ŽůĚĞƐƚ�
ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ͘�dŽĚĂǇ͕ �E�Z/�
ĞŵƉůŽǇƐ� ϮϳϬ� ƐƚĂī� ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕�
ĂďŽƵƚ� ϴϬ� ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� ǁŚŽŵ� ĂƌĞ�
agricultural researchers and 
ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐ͘

Conserving 
�ƌŝƚƌĞĂ͛Ɛ�'ĞŶĞƟĐ�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ

KŶĞ� ŽĨ� E�Z/ Ɛ͛� ŵŽƐƚ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�
achievements has been the 
ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƉůĂŶƚ� ŐĞŶĞƟĐ�
ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘� dŚĞ� /ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ� ŚĂƐ�
ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĚ� ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� ϲ͕ϯϬϬ�
ƐĞĞĚ� ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ� ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƟŶŐ�
ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϭϲϬ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĐƌŽƉƐ�
and trees, safeguarding valuable 
ďŝŽĚŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�
ĂŶĚ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ� ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů� ƌĂǁ�
ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ĨŽƌ�ĐƌŽƉ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͘

Developing Improved Crop 
sĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ

^ŝŶĐĞ� ϭϵϵϳ͕� E�Z/� ŚĂƐ� ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�
research at nine agricultural 
ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ� ƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ� ŝŶ�

,ĂůŚĂůĞ͕�'ĂŚƚĞůĂǇ͕ �^ŚŝĞď͕��ŬŽƌĚĞƚ͕�
^ŚĂŵďƵŬŽ͕� ,ĂŐĂǌ͕� 'ŽůƵũ͕� �ŬůĞůĞƚ͕�
ĂŶĚ� �Ěŝ� <ĞŝŚ͘� dŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�
ĞīŽƌƚƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�
ϱϮ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ� ǀĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ� ŽĨ� ĐĞƌĞĂůƐ�
and pulses, including wheat, 
barley, sorghum, millet, maize, 
ƐƵŶŇŽǁĞƌ͕ � ĂŶĚ� ǀĂƌŝŽƵƐ� ůĞŐƵŵĞƐ͘�
dŚĞƐĞ� ǀĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ� ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ� ǇŝĞůĚƐ�
ƚŚĂƚ� ĂƌĞ� ŽŌĞŶ� ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� ƚǁŝĐĞ�
ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ůŽĐĂů�ǀĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�
and have been distributed to 
ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐ� ĂĐƌŽƐƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘� /Ŷ�
ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕� E�Z/� ŚĂƐ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�
and disseminated 34 improved 
ǀĞŐĞƚĂďůĞ� ǀĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ϯϲ� ĨƌƵŝƚ�
ǀĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ͕� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ� ĞǆƉĂŶĚŝŶŐ�
ŚŽƌƟĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝĨǇŝŶŐ�ĚŝĞƚƐ͘
�ŵŽŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� /ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ Ɛ͛� ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�
achievements is the release of 
a hybrid maize variety known 
as “Halhale,” which yields more 
than 65 tons per hectare and has 
successfully completed research 
trials before being distributed to 
ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐ͘

Plant Health 
and Tissue Culture

dŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�
materials are healthy and disease-
ĨƌĞĞ͕� E�Z/� ĐĂƌƌŝĞƐ� ŽƵƚ� ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�
plant health research and 
ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐƟĐ� ƚĞƐƟŶŐ͘� dŚĞ� /ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�
ŝƐ� ĂůƐŽ� ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶŝŶŐ� ŝƚƐ� ƟƐƐƵĞ�
culture program to produce clean 
ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ� ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ� ĨŽƌ� ůĂƌŐĞͲƐĐĂůĞ�
ŵƵůƟƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ� ƚŽ�
ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐ͘

Natural Resources Research

E�Z/ Ɛ͛� ůĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌŝĞƐ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�
ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů� ĂŶĂůǇƟĐĂů� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�

support sustainable land and 
ǁĂƚĞƌ� ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͘� KǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞ�
ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ĂŶĂůǇǌĞĚ͗

• DŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϭϲ͕ϬϬϬ�ƐŽŝů�ƐĂŵƉůĞƐ
• KǀĞƌ�ϱϬϬ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐĂŵƉůĞƐ�
• DŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϭ͕ϳϱϬ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ƐĂŵƉůĞƐ�
• DŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� ϭϳϬ� ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌ�

samples 

dŚĞƐĞ� ĂŶĂůǇƐĞƐ� ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞ� ǀŝƚĂů�
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞůƉƐ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƐŽŝů�
ĨĞƌƟůŝƚǇ͕ � ŽƉƟŵŝǌĞ� ŝƌƌŝŐĂƟŽŶ͕� ĂŶĚ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀŝƚǇ͘

Livestock Research

/Ŷ� ůŝǀĞƐƚŽĐŬ� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͕� E�Z/�
has evaluated more than 268 
ĨŽƌĂŐĞ� ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ͕� ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ�
ŵƵůƟƉůǇŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽŵŝƐŝŶŐ�ǀĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�
ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�
the availability and quality of 
ĂŶŝŵĂů� ĨĞĞĚ͘� dŚĞ� /ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ� ŝƐ� ĂůƐŽ�
ĐŽŶĚƵĐƟŶŐ� ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ� ŽŶ� ůŝǀĞƐƚŽĐŬ�
ďƌĞĞĚ� ƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ŐĞŶĞƟĐ�
ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ͘� &Žƌ� ŝŶƐƚĂŶĐĞ͕� ŝŶ�
ϮϬϮϲ͕� ŝƚ� ůĂƵŶĐŚĞĚ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞ�
to develop improved backyard 
ƉŽƵůƚƌǇ�ǀĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ͘

^ĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�>ĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ��ǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞ�
^ƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶŝŶŐ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�&ŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�EƵƚƌŝƟŽŶ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ

EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�;E�Z/Ϳ
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WƌŽƚĞĐƟŶŐ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞĂůƚŚ�
and Producing Vital Vaccines

dŚĞ� EĂƟŽŶĂů� �ŶŝŵĂů� ĂŶĚ� WůĂŶƚ�
Health Laboratory is one of the 
ĞĂƌůŝĞƐƚ� ůĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ� ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ�
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ� ŝŶ��ĨƌŝĐĂ͘��ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚ�
ŝŶ� ϭϵϬϯ͕� ŝƚ� ǁĂƐ� ƌĞŶŽǁŶĞĚ� ĨŽƌ� ŝƚƐ�
ŚŝŐŚͲƋƵĂůŝƚǇ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ƵŶƟů� ϭϵϳϯ͘�
,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ �ĨƌŽŵ�ϭϵϳϰ�ƵŶƟů��ƌŝƚƌĞĂ Ɛ͛�
ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ� ŝŶ� ϭϵϵϭ͕� ŵƵĐŚ� ŽĨ�
its infrastructure and equipment 
was damaged, and only limited 
ůĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ͘

&ŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ� ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͕� ƚŚĞ�
DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ� ŽĨ� �ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕� ǁŝƚŚ�
support from the Government and 
development partners, undertook 
ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ� ƌĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ŵŽĚĞƌŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ� ĞīŽƌƚƐ͘� dŚĞƐĞ�
ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ� ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŶŐ� ŶĞǁ�
ůĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ� ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ͕� ĞǆƉĂŶĚŝŶŐ�
electricity and water systems, 
procuring advanced equipment, 
training personnel, and ensuring 
a steady supply of chemicals and 
ĐŽŶƐƵŵĂďůĞƐ͘

/ŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů��ǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
Infrastructure Development

�ĞĨŽƌĞ� ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͕� ƚŚĞ�
laboratory operated in only a 
ĨĞǁ� ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ĞǆĂŵŝŶĞĚ� ŶŽ�
ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ�ϲϬϬ� ƐĂŵƉůĞƐ�ĂŶŶƵĂůůǇ͘�
dŽĚĂǇ͕ � ŝƚ� ŝƐ� ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞĚ� ŝŶƚŽ� ƐĞǀĞŶ�
ĚŝǀŝƐŝŽŶƐͶĮǀĞ� ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů� ĚŝǀŝƐŝŽŶƐ�
and two divisions dedicated 
ƚŽ� ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�
ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͘� dŚĞƐĞ� ĚŝǀŝƐŝŽŶƐ�
encompass 34 specialized units, 
each containing three to six 
ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶĂů� ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘� �� ƉĞƌŝŵĞƚĞƌ�

fence measuring approximately 
ϳϬϬ� ŵĞƚĞƌƐ� ŚĂƐ� ĂůƐŽ� ďĞĞŶ�
constructed to secure the 
ĐŽŵƉŽƵŶĚ͘

�ŽƌĞ�&ƵŶĐƟŽŶƐ

dŚĞ� ůĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ Ɛ͛� ŵĂũŽƌ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗
• Diagnosis of animal diseases
• Diagnosis of plant diseases 

and pests 
• dĞƐƟŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĂĨĞƚǇ� ĂŶĚ� ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�

of animal feed and human 
food

EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŶŝŵĂů�ĂŶĚ�WůĂŶƚ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�>ĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ�;E�W,>Ϳ
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• WƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶŝŵĂů�ǀĂĐĐŝŶĞƐ�
• Establishment and strengthening 

of regional animal and plant 
health laboratories in all 
regions of Eritrea 

ZĂƉŝĚ�'ƌŽǁƚŚ�ŝŶ�>ĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ�
Services

Over the past 35 years, the 
laboratory has greatly expanded 
both the range and volume of 
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ŝƚ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ͘� �ƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ͕ � ŝƚ�
ĂŶĂůǇǌĞƐ� ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ� ϭϲ͕ϬϬϬ�
ƐĂŵƉůĞƐ� ĂŶŶƵĂůůǇ͘� �ĞƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ� ŽŶ�
the availability of samples and 
laboratory consumables, the 
facility has the capacity to process 
ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� ϭϮ͕ϬϬϬ� ƐĂŵƉůĞƐ� ƉĞƌ�
ŵŽŶƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϭϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ�
ǀĂĐĐŝŶĞ�ĚŽƐĞƐ͘

Major Advances in 
sĂĐĐŝŶĞ�WƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ

^ŝŶĐĞ� ϮϬϮϯ͕� ďĂƐĞĚ� ŽŶ� ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟĞƐ� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞĞĚƐ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ�
ministry, the laboratory has 
produced more than three 
million doses of vaccines against 
EĞǁĐĂƐƚůĞ� �ŝƐĞĂƐĞ͕� /ŶĨĞĐƟŽƵƐ�
�ƵƌƐĂů� �ŝƐĞĂƐĞ� ĂŶĚ� WĞƐƚĞ� ĚĞƐ�
WĞƟƚƐ� ZƵŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ� ;WWZͿ͘� hƐŝŶŐ�
its own technical capacity 

ĂŶĚ� ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ� ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ�
procedures, the laboratory has 
also produced vaccine seed for 
/ŶĨĞĐƟŽƵƐ� �ƵƌƐĂů� �ŝƐĞĂƐĞ� ĂŶĚ�
/ŶĨĞĐƟŽƵƐ� �ƌŽŶĐŚŝƟƐ͘� tŽƌŬ� ŝƐ�
underway to develop vaccine seed 
ĨŽƌ� /ŶĨĞĐƟŽƵƐ� >ĂƌǇŶŐŽƚƌĂĐŚĞŝƟƐ͕�
ǁŚŝůĞ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů� ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚǇ� ǀĂĐĐŝŶĞƐ�
ĂƌĞ� ďĞŝŶŐ� ƚĞƐƚĞĚ� ĂŶĚ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͘�
dŚĞ� ůĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ� ĂůƐŽ� ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚƐ�
ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ� ƚĞƐƟŶŐ� ŽŶ� ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ǀĂĐĐŝŶĞƐ͘

Human Resource Development

During independence, the 
ůĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ� ŚĂĚ� ĨĞǁĞƌ� ƚŚĂŶ� ϮϬ�
ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ͕� ǁŝƚŚ� ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� ϵϲ�
percent holding diploma-level 
ƋƵĂůŝĮĐĂƟŽŶƐ� Žƌ� ůŽǁĞƌ͘ � dŽĚĂǇ͕ �
the workforce has expanded to 
ϭϴϯ� ƐƚĂī� ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕� ŽĨ� ǁŚŽŵ�
ϱϴ� ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ� ĂƌĞ� ǁŽŵĞŶ͘� �ŵŽŶŐ�
ƚŚĞŵ͕�ϳϵ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ� ;ϰϯ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚͿ�
ŚŽůĚ� ĚŝƉůŽŵĂͲůĞǀĞů� ƋƵĂůŝĮĐĂƟŽŶƐ�
Žƌ� ŚŝŐŚĞƌ͕ � ƌĞŇĞĐƟŶŐ� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�
progress in technical capacity 
ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͘

^ƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�&ĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ�
and Services

dŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�
laboratory has established several 

ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ͗
• �� >ĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ� �ŶŝŵĂů� �ĞŶƚĞƌ�

housing sheep, goats, rabbits, 
mice, guinea pigs and chickens 
ĨŽƌ� ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐƟĐ� ĂŶĚ� ǀĂĐĐŝŶĞ�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ�

• ^ĞĐƵƌĞ�ƐŽůĂƌ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�
• ǁ�� ϳϬϬͲƐƋƵĂƌĞͲŵĞƚĞƌ� ĐĞŶƚƌĂů�

warehouse 
• ��ϱϬϬͲďĂƌƌĞů�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌ�
• ��ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�DĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ�hŶŝƚ�
• ��YƵĂůŝƚǇ�DĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�̂ ǇƐƚĞŵ�

;YD^Ϳ��ŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ�

Regional Outreach 
and Academic Support

Regional animal and plant health 
laboratories have been established 
ŝŶ� ĮǀĞ� ƌĞŐŝŽŶƐ� ŽĨ� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ͕�
bringing laboratory services 
closer to farmers and livestock 
ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƌƐ͘� DŽƌĞŽǀĞƌ͕ � ĞĂĐŚ� ǇĞĂƌ͕ �
ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ� ϮϲϬ� ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ�
ĐŽůůĞŐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů� ůĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ�
ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ͘� /Ŷ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕� ĂďŽƵƚ� ϭϮ�
undergraduate students and two 
ƚŽ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�D^Đ�ĂŶĚ�WŚ��ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƐ�
conduct short- and long-term 
research projects at the laboratory 
ĂŶŶƵĂůůǇ͘

***
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�ŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�&ŽŽĚ�^ĂĨĞƚǇ
�ĂŶĚ�YƵĂůŝƚǇ

�ĞĐĂƵƐĞ� ĨŽŽĚ� ƐĂĨĞƚǇ� ďĞŐŝŶƐ� Ăƚ�
the farm level, considerable 
ĞīŽƌƚƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ďĞĞŶ� ŵĂĚĞ� ƚŽ� ƉƵƚ�
ŝŶƚŽ� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ͞ĨĂƌŵͲƚŽͲƚĂďůĞ͟�
fundamental principle in food 
ƐĂĨĞƚǇ͘� �ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐůǇ͕ � Ă� ŶƵŵďĞƌ�
ŽĨ� ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ� ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ� ŚĂǀĞ�
been implemented to regulate 
agricultural products at the 
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ƐƚĂŐĞ͘

One notable example is the 
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů� ĐŽŶƚƌŽů� ŽĨ� ƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞͲ
contaminated tomatoes produced 
ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� 'ĂƐŚͲ�ĂƌŬĂ� ZĞŐŝŽŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ƐŽůĚ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŵĂƌŬĞƚƐ� ŽĨ� �ƐŵĂƌĂ͘�
dŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ƐƚƌŝĐƚ� ĞŶĨŽƌĐĞŵĞŶƚ�
measures and awareness-raising 
ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ� ƚĂƌŐĞƟŶŐ� ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐ͕�
ƚŚĞ� ŵŝƐƵƐĞ� ŽĨ� ƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞƐ� ǁĂƐ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ� ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ͘� dŽĚĂǇ͕ �
apart from occasional incidents, 
ĐŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŽŵĂƚŽĞƐ� ǁŝƚŚ�
ƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞ� ƌĞƐŝĚƵĞƐ� ŝƐ� ŶŽ� ůŽŶŐĞƌ� Ă�
ŵĂũŽƌ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƌŬĞƚ͘

/Ŷ� ůŝŶĞ� ǁŝƚŚ� ŐŽŽĚ� ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�
ĂŶĚ� ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌŝŶŐ� ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ͕�
ĞīŽƌƚƐ� ŚĂǀĞ� ĂůƐŽ� ďĞĞŶ� ŵĂĚĞ� ƚŽ�
ensure the safety and quality 
of raw materials used on farms 

and in agri-food processing 
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ͘�KǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĂƐƚ� ϯϱ�
years, the number of agri-food 
enterprises processing animal and 
plant products—including animal 
ĨĞĞĚ� ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌŝŶŐ� ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐͶ
has increased from around seven 
before Eritrea’s independence 
ƚŽ� ŶĞĂƌůǇ� ϰϬ� ŝŶ� ϮϬϮϲ͘� dŚŝƐ� ĮŐƵƌĞ�
does not include more than 25 
small-scale sesame oil processing 
ĞŶƚĞƌƉƌŝƐĞƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ� ŝŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘

/ƚ� ŝƐ� ǁŽƌƚŚ� ŶŽƟŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ͕� ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ�
ĞǆƉĂŶƐŝŽŶ� ŽĨ� ĚŽŵĞƐƟĐ� ĂŐƌŝͲĨŽŽĚ�
processing, yogurt that used to be 
imported from Yemen is no longer 
ŝŶ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͕�ŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďƵŶĚĂŶƚ�
ůŽĐĂů� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŶŽǁ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ� ŝŶ�
�ƌŝƚƌĞĂ͘

WůĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ��ŶŝŵĂů�YƵĂƌĂŶƟŶĞ

dŚĞ� ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ� ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞ� ŽĨ�
ƋƵĂƌĂŶƟŶĞ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ŝƐ� ƚŽ� ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶŝŵĂů�
pests and diseases associated 
ǁŝƚŚ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƉůĂŶƚƐ͕�
animals, and their products, while 
Ăƚ� ƚŚĞ� ƐĂŵĞ� ƟŵĞ� ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĂƚ�
agricultural products intended for 
export are free from pests and 
ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞƐ͘�YƵĂƌĂŶƟŶĞ� ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� ĂƌĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ� Ăƚ� ŽĸĐŝĂů� ĞŶƚƌǇ� ƉŽŝŶƚƐ͘�
�ƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ͕ �ĨŽƵƌ�ƋƵĂƌĂŶƟŶĞ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�
ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͗� �ƐŵĂƌĂ�
/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� �ŝƌƉŽƌƚ͕� DĂƐƐĂǁĂ�
^ĞĂƉŽƌƚ͕� �ƐƐĂď� ^ĞĂƉŽƌƚ͕� ĂŶĚ�
dĞƐƐĞŶĞǇ͘� �ŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ� ĞīŽƌƚƐ� ĂƌĞ�
underway to strengthen both 
human resources and laboratory 
ĐĂƉĂĐŝƟĞƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͘

/ŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐ�^ĞĞĚ�YƵĂůŝƚǇ

dŽ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ� ĐƌŽƉ� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀŝƚǇ͕ � ƐĞǀĞƌĂů� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�
ǀĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ� ŽĨ� ĮĞůĚ� ĐƌŽƉƐ� ĂŶĚ�
vegetables have been developed 
over the past independence 
ǇĞĂƌƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�
ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ� /ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ� ;E�Z/Ϳ� ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ� DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ� ŽĨ� �ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͘�
�ŌĞƌ� ĞǀĂůƵĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�
ďǇ� ƚŚĞ� EĂƟŽŶĂů� sĂƌŝĞƚǇ� ZĞůĞĂƐĞ�

^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�WƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
Agricultural Products
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�ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ͕� ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞĚ�
ďǇ� ƚŚĞ� ZĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ� ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�
�ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͕� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ǀĂƌŝĞƟĞƐ� ŚĂǀĞ�
been incorporated into seed 
ŵƵůƟƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ŚĂĚ� Ă� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ� ŽŶ�
ĐƌŽƉ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀŝƚǇ͘�
KǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĂƐƚ� ϭϮ� ǇĞĂƌƐ͕� ĂŶŶƵĂů�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ� ƐĞĞĚ�ŚĂƐ�
ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ϳϬϬ�ƚŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ϲ͕ϬϬϬ�
ƚŽŶƐ͘

Agricultural Chemicals

�ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� ĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůƐ� ĐĂŶ�
ŚĂǀĞ� ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐ� ĂĚǀĞƌƐĞ� ĞīĞĐƚƐ�
on human health, animals, and 
the environment if they are not 
ƉƌŽƉĞƌůǇ� ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ� ĂŶĚ� ƵƐĞĚ͘�
WĞƐƟĐŝĚĞƐ͕� ŝŶ� ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ͕ � ƉŽƐĞ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ� ƌŝƐŬƐ͘� /Ŷ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ͕� Ă�
ŶĂƟŽŶǁŝĚĞ� ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ� ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ� ϮϬϬϳ� ĂŶĚ� ϮϬϭϳ� ůĞĚ� ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐĂĨĞ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů�ŽĨ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϯϲϬ�
ƚŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ŽďƐŽůĞƚĞ�ƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞ� ƐƚŽĐŬƐ͕�
many of which had accumulated 
ƐŝŶĐĞ� ƚŚĞ� ĐŽůŽŶŝĂů� ĞƌĂ͘� dŚĞƐĞ�
stocks were transported to 
England for disposal in accordance 
ǁŝƚŚ� ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ͘�
�ƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ� ϭϲϬ� ŵĞƚƌŝĐ� ƚŽŶƐ�
remain and are scheduled for 
ƐĂĨĞ�ĚŝƐƉŽƐĂů�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĂƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘�/Ŷ�
ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ�ϲ͕ϱϬϬ�ĞŵƉƚǇ�
ƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞƌƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐůĞĂŶĞĚ�
and crushed using appropriate 
technology for safe and easy 
ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ͘

tŝƚŚ� ƌĞŐĂƌĚ� ƚŽ� ǀĞƚĞƌŝŶĂƌǇ�
drugs, 46 metric tons of expired 
veterinary medicines and vaccines 

were safely disposed of within 
ƚŚĞ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ� ŝŶ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ͘��Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
six metric tons are expected to be 
ĚŝƐƉŽƐĞĚ�ŽĨ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĂƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘

Natural Resources 
ZĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ��ĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ

/Ŷ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ� ǁŝƚŚ� ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�
ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�
ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ� ĞŶƟƟĞƐ͕� ƚŚĞ� ZĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ�
^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ� �ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ� ŚĂƐ�
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ� Ă� EĂƟŽŶĂů� �ĂƚĂďĂƐĞ�
ŽŶ� &ĂƵŶĂ� ĂŶĚ� &ůŽƌĂ� ;E�&&Ϳ͕�
which currently contains records 
ŽĨ� ŶĞĂƌůǇ� ϱ͕ϬϬϬ� ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ� ŽĨ� ĨĂƵŶĂ�
ĂŶĚ�ŇŽƌĂ͘��īŽƌƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�
make this database accessible to 
ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ͘� dŚĞ� ŝĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ� ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ� ǁŝůů� ĂůƐŽ� ďĞ�
expanded to further enrich the 
E�&&� ĂŶĚ� ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞ� ŝƚƐ� ƵƐĞĨƵůŶĞƐƐ�
ƚŽ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ͘
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Desert locusts are among the 
ǁŽƌůĚ Ɛ͛� ŵŽƐƚ� ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞ� ŵŝŐƌĂƚŽƌǇ�
pests, capable of devouring crops 
ĂŶĚ� ǀĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶ� ŽŶ� Ă� ŵĂƐƐŝǀĞ� ƐĐĂůĞ�
and threatening the livelihoods of 
ĨĂƌŵŝŶŐ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘� ^ŝƚƵĂƚĞĚ� ĂůŽŶŐ�
a major desert locust breeding and 
ŵŝŐƌĂƟŽŶ� ƌŽƵƚĞ͕� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ� ŚĂƐ� ůŽŶŐ�
ĨĂĐĞĚ� ƚŚŝƐ� ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͘� ,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕ � ŽǀĞƌ�
the past 35 years of independence, 
the country has achieved remarkable 
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ� ŝŶ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ� ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůŝŶŐ�
ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ͘� dŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ� ĞĂƌůǇ�
warning systems, regular surveillance, 
ƌĂƉŝĚ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ĂĐƟǀĞ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ͕� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ� ŚĂƐ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ� ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚ� ŽĨ�
ĚĞƐĞƌƚ�ůŽĐƵƐƚ�ŽƵƚďƌĞĂŬƐ͘��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ���ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů��ǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�
;���Ϳ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ� ŽĨ� �ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ��
ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ͕� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĞĚ� ĞīŽƌƚƐ� ŚĂǀĞ�
protected crops, rangelands, and 
rural livelihoods, making an important 
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĨŽŽĚ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͘

��&ƌŽŶƚůŝŶĞ�EĂƟŽŶ

�ƌŝƚƌĞĂ Ɛ͛� ŐĞŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐĂů� ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ� ƉůĂĐĞƐ�
it directly on the frontline of desert 
ůŽĐƵƐƚ� ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ�ŵŝŐƌĂƟŽŶ͘�DŽƌĞ�
than half of the country’s total land 
area—approximately seven million 
hectares—is considered favorable for 
ĚĞƐĞƌƚ�ůŽĐƵƐƚ�ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ͘

KĨ� ƚŚŝƐ͕� ĂƌŽƵŶĚ� ϰ͘ϳ� ŵŝůůŝŽŶ� ŚĞĐƚĂƌĞƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞĚ�^ĞĂ�ĐŽĂƐƚĂů�

ƉůĂŝŶƐ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ƐĞƌǀĞ� ĂƐ� ĐƌŝƟĐĂů� ǁŝŶƚĞƌ�
ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ͘��ŶŽƚŚĞƌ�Ϯ͘ϯ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�
hectares are found in the western 
lowlands, where summer breeding 
ŽĐĐƵƌƐ͘� dŚĞƐĞ� ĞĐŽůŽŐŝĐĂů� ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�
make Eritrea one of the most 
important desert locust habitats in the 
ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͘

/Ŷ� ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ� ƚŽ� ŶĂƟǀĞ� ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ�
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͕� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ� ŝƐ� ĂůƐŽ� ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ�
ďǇ�ŵŝŐƌĂƚŽƌǇ�ƐǁĂƌŵƐ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂƟŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŝŶŐ� ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘� �ŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕ �
desert locust management requires 
ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ� ƐƵƌǀĞŝůůĂŶĐĞ� ĂŶĚ� ƌĂƉŝĚ�
response measures throughout the 
ǇĞĂƌ͘

Recognizing this reality, the Eritrean 
'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ� ŝŶ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ� ŝƚƐ�
development partners such as the 
&ŽŽĚ� �ŶĚ� �ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ� KƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�
;&�KͿ͕� �ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ� ĨŽƌ� �ŽŶƚƌŽůůŝŶŐ�
the Desert Locust in the Central 

ZĞŐŝŽŶ� ;�Z�Ϳ͕� /ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� &ƵŶĚ� ĨŽƌ�
�ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� �ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� ;/&��Ϳ͕�
�ĞƐĞƌƚ� >ŽĐƵƐƚ� �ŽŶƚƌŽů� KƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�
ĨŽƌ��ĂƐƚ��ĨƌŝĐĂ�;�>�KͲ�Ϳ�ĞƚĐ͕�ĂĚŽƉƚĞĚ�Ă�
ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ�ĨŽĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�
ƚŚĂŶ� ƌĞĂĐƟŽŶ͘� /ŶƐƚĞĂĚ� ŽĨ� ǁĂŝƟŶŐ� ĨŽƌ�
mature swarms to form and spread, 
agricultural experts target locust 
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞŝƌ� ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ� ĂƌĞĂƐ�
ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ŇǇ͘�
dŚŝƐ� ĞĂƌůǇ� ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ� ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ� ŚĂƐ�
become the cornerstone of Eritrea’s 
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ŵĂŶĂŐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƐƚ͘

dŚŝƌƚǇͲ&ŝǀĞ�zĞĂƌƐ�ŽĨ�sŝŐŝůĂŶĐĞ

Over the past three and a half decades, 
ĚĞƐĞƌƚ� ůŽĐƵƐƚ� ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ŚĂǀĞ�
remained an annual phenomenon 
ŝŶ� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ͘� tŚŝůĞ� ƚŚĞ� ŝŶƚĞŶƐŝƚǇ� ǀĂƌŝĞƐ�
from year to year, the threat has never 
ĚŝƐĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ͘� ^ŽŵĞ� ǇĞĂƌƐ� ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐĞĚ�
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ƐĞǀĞƌĞ� ŽƵƚďƌĞĂŬƐ͘ 
���� ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ� ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ŵĂũŽƌ�
ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ŽĐĐƵƌƌĞĚ� ŝŶ� ϭϵϵϱ͕� ϮϬϬϲ͕�
ϮϬϬϳ͕� ϮϬϭϯ͕� ϮϬϭϰ͕� ϮϬϭϵ͕� ĂŶĚ� ϮϬϮϬ͘�
�ƵƌŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ƉĞƌŝŽĚƐ͕� ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ� ĂƌĞĂƐ�
ƌĂŶŐĞĚ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ϱϭ͕ϬϬϬ� ĂŶĚ�ϭϬϭ͕ϬϬϬ�
ŚĞĐƚĂƌĞƐ�ĂŶŶƵĂůůǇ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŽƚĂů͕�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�
ϲϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ŚĞĐƚĂƌĞƐ� ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚ�ĚĞƐĞƌƚ�
ůŽĐƵƐƚ� ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�ϯϱ�
ǇĞĂƌƐ͘

�ĞƐƉŝƚĞ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ͕� ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�
ĐŽŶƚƌŽů� ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ� ǁĞƌĞ� ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚ�
ŽƵƚ� ŝŶ� Ăůů� ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ� ĂƌĞĂƐ͘� dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞĚ� ĞīŽƌƚƐ� ŝŶǀŽůǀŝŶŐ�
agricultural experts, regional 
ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕� ůŽĐĂů� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�
members of the defense forces, and 
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ͕� ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�
were successfully contained before 

Successful Desert Locust 
�ŽŶƚƌŽů�^ƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ
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ĐĂƵƐŝŶŐ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ůŽƐƐĞƐ͘
�ŽŶƚƌŽů� ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ� ǀĞŚŝĐůĞͲ
mounted spraying equipment, 
motorized sprayers, and manual 
ƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞ� ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ͘�
dŚĞƐĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ� ǁĞƌĞ� ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚĞĚ�
ďǇ� ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ� ĮĞůĚ� ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ�
ĂŶĚ� ƐƵƌǀĞŝůůĂŶĐĞ� ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ� ƚŚĂƚ�
enabled rapid response to emerging 
ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ͘� dŚĞ� ƌĞƐƵůƚ� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ� ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐƌŽƉůĂŶĚƐ͕�ŐƌĂǌŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͕�
and the livelihoods of thousands of 
ĨĂƌŵŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� ƉĂƐƚŽƌĂů� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�
ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘

dŚĞ�'ĂĚŝŵ�,Ăůŝď��ĞƐĞƌƚ�>ŽĐƵƐƚ�
Monitoring and Control Center

KŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚ�ŵŝůĞƐƚŽŶĞƐ�
ŝŶ��ƌŝƚƌĞĂ Ɛ͛�ƉůĂŶƚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�ŚĂƐ�
been the establishment of the Gadim 
,Ăůŝď� �ĞƐĞƌƚ� >ŽĐƵƐƚ� DŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ�
�ŽŶƚƌŽů� �ĞŶƚĞƌ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ� ZĞĚ�
^ĞĂ� ZĞŐŝŽŶ͘� >ŽĐĂƚĞĚ� ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�
ϲϬ� ŬŝůŽŵĞƚĞƌƐ� ĞĂƐƚ� ŽĨ� �ĨĂďĞƚ͕� ƚŚĞ�
center sits strategically within one of 
the country’s most important desert 
ůŽĐƵƐƚ� ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ� ǌŽŶĞƐ͘� dŚĞ� ƐŝƚĞ� ǁĂƐ�
selected following extensive studies 
ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ĞĂƐƚĞƌŶ� ůŽǁůĂŶĚƐ� ĂƐ�
ĐƌŝƟĐĂů� ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ� ŐƌŽƵŶĚƐ� ĨŽƌ� ĚĞƐĞƌƚ�
ůŽĐƵƐƚƐ͘

Constructed within seven months, 
the facility represents a major 
advancement in Eritrea’s capacity 
to monitor and combat migratory 
ƉĞƐƚƐ͘�dŚĞ�ĐĞŶƚĞƌ�ƐĞƌǀĞƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŚƵď�ĨŽƌ�
ƐƵƌǀĞŝůůĂŶĐĞ͕� ĞĂƌůǇ� ǁĂƌŶŝŶŐ� ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕�
ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶĂů� ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƌĂƉŝĚ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ� ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͘� /ƚƐ� ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ�
ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ĞŶĂďůĞƐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚƐ� ƚŽ�ĐůŽƐĞůǇ�
ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌ�ůŽĐƵƐƚ�ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟǀĞ� ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ� ďĞĨŽƌĞ�
ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ƐƉƌĞĂĚ� ŝŶƚŽ� ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�
ĂƌĞĂƐ͘� dŚĞ� ĐĞŶƚĞƌ� ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�
strengthens the country’s capacity 
ƚŽ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ� ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ� ĂŶĚ� ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ� ƚŽ�
ĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚďƌĞĂŬƐ͘
dŚĞ� ĨĂĐŝůŝƚǇ� ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ� ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀĞ�
ŽĸĐĞƐ͕� ĚŽƌŵŝƚŽƌŝĞƐ͕� ĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�
ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͕� ŵĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ� ǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉƐ͕�
storage areas, garages, water systems, 
ĂŶĚ� ŽƚŚĞƌ� ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů� ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�

required to support year-round 
ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘� DŽƌĞ� ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚůǇ͕ � ŝƚ�
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ� Ă� ƚƌĂŶƐŝƟŽŶ� ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�
Ă� ŵŽƌĞ� ƉƌŽĂĐƟǀĞ͕� ĞĸĐŝĞŶƚ͕� ĂŶĚ�
technologically advanced approach to 
ƉĞƐƚ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͘

WĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ��ŽůůĞĐƟǀĞ��ĐƟŽŶ

dŚĞ� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ Ɛ͛�ĚĞƐĞƌƚ� ůŽĐƵƐƚ�
ĐŽŶƚƌŽů� ĞīŽƌƚƐ� ŚĂƐ� ďĞĞŶ� ďƵŝůƚ� ƵƉŽŶ�
ƐƚƌŽŶŐ� ĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ� ĂŵŽŶŐ� ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�
ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ͕� ůŽĐĂů� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ͘� dŚĞ�
Gadim Halib facility was established 
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ� ĂŵŽŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�
DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ� ŽĨ� �ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕� ƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚ�
ŶĂƟŽŶĂů� ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ� ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐ� ĂŶĚ�
ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ͖�ƚŚĞ�&ŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ��ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�
KƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� hŶŝƚĞĚ� EĂƟŽŶƐ�
;&�KͿ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� �ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ� ĨŽƌ�
Controlling the Desert Locust in the 
�ĞŶƚƌĂů�ZĞŐŝŽŶ�;�Z�Ϳ͘�

However, infrastructure alone 
does not explain the country’s 
ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚ�ŽĨ��ƌŝƚƌĞĂ Ɛ͛�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ� ůŝĞƐ� ƚŚĞ� ĂĐƟǀĞ� ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ� ůŽĐĂů� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�
ĞĂƌůǇ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƐƚ�ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ͕ �ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
monitoring teams, and contribute 
ƚŽ� ĐŽŶƚƌŽů� ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͘� ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů�
ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ� ĂŶĚ� ůŽĐĂů� ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ�
have also played a vital role in 
ŵŽďŝůŝǌŝŶŐ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŶŐ�
responses whenever outbreaks 
ŽĐĐƵƌ͘ � dŚŝƐ� ĐŽůůĞĐƟǀĞ� ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ� ŚĂƐ�
ĞŶĂďůĞĚ� ƌĂƉŝĚ� ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ŚĂƐ�
ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ� ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�
ŝŵƉĂĐƚ� ŽĨ� ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ŽŶ� ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽŽĚ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͘

�ĞǇŽŶĚ��ĞƐĞƌƚ�>ŽĐƵƐƚƐ

tŚŝůĞ� ĚĞƐĞƌƚ� ůŽĐƵƐƚƐ� ƌĞŵĂŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�
primary concern, Eritrea’s pest 
ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ� ĞīŽƌƚƐ� ĂůƐŽ� ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�
ŽƚŚĞƌ� ŵŝŐƌĂƚŽƌǇ� ƚŚƌĞĂƚƐ͘� dƌĞĞ� ůŽĐƵƐƚ�
ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ͕� ǁŚŝĐŚ� ĮƌƐƚ� ĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ�
ŝŶ� ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ� ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ� ŝŶ� ϮϬϭϵ͕� ŚĂǀĞ�
ĞŵĞƌŐĞĚ� ĂƐ� ĂŶ� ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ� ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ͘�
�ĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ϮϬϮϯ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�
ϮϬϮϱ͕�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�
ƚŚĂŶ� ϰϱ͕ϬϬϬ� ŚĞĐƚĂƌĞƐ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� 'ĂƐŚͲ
�ĂƌŬĂ�ZĞŐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŶƐĞďĂ�
ĂŶĚ� ^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ� ZĞŐŝŽŶƐ͘� dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞĚ� ƉƵďůŝĐ� ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ�
ĂŶĚ� ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ� ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕�
the outbreaks were successfully 
ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ͘

Eritrea is also vulnerable to invasions 
ŽĨ�YƵĞůĞĂ�ƋƵĞůĞĂ�ďŝƌĚƐ�ŵŝŐƌĂƟŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�
^ƵĚĂŶ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ�'ĂƐŚͲ�ĂƌŬĂ�
ZĞŐŝŽŶ͘� KǀĞƌ� ƚŚĞ� ǇĞĂƌƐ͕� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�
aerial and ground spraying campaigns, 
ŝŶ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ� ǁŝƚŚ� �>�K͕� ǁĞƌĞ�
ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ� ƚŽ� ĐŽŶƚƌŽů� ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�
ĂĐƌŽƐƐ� ŵŽƌĞ� ƚŚĂŶ� ϱ͕ϬϬϬ� ŚĞĐƚĂƌĞƐ� ŽĨ�
ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ� ƐŝƚĞƐ͘� dŚĞƐĞ� ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�
have strengthened the country’s 
overall capacity to manage migratory 
pest threats through integrated 
monitoring, surveillance, and rapid 
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͘

/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůŝŶŐ�
desert locusts and other migratory 
pests, Eritrea also demonstrated its 
ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ� ƚŽ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ� ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ� ƚŽ�
ĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ�ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƚŚƌĞĂƚƐ͘�/Ŷ�ϮϬϭϴ͕�
&Ăůů� �ƌŵǇǁŽƌŵ� ĞŵĞƌŐĞĚ� ĂƐ� Ă� ŵĂũŽƌ�
ƚŚƌĞĂƚ� ƚŽ� ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�
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�ĚŝƚŽƌͲŝŶͲ�ŚŝĞĨ͗��ƌŵŝĂƐ�^ŽůŽŵŽŶ͕��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞůĂƟŽŶƐ��ŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ
�ŵĂŝů͗Ͳ�ĞƌƐŽŚĂďΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ͕�dĞů͗�ϮϵϮͲϭͲ�ϭϴϮϮϮϱͬ�нϮϵϭͲϳϭϰϯϴϳϳ

>ĂǇͲŽƵƚ�͗�^ŽƉŚŝĂ�&ĞŬĂĚƵ
Photo Credit͗�DŽ��WZͲ���ƌĐŚŝǀĞƐ

ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ŵĂŶǇ��ĨƌŝĐĂŶ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͕�ĐĂƵƐŝŶŐ�
extensive damage to maize and other 
crops and raising serious concerns 
about food security throughout the 
ĐŽŶƟŶĞŶƚ͘� �ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĞƐƚ� ǁĂƐ�
detected in Eritrea, the country largely 
ĞƐĐĂƉĞĚ� ƚŚĞ� ĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƟŶŐ� ŝŵƉĂĐƚƐ�
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚ�ĞůƐĞǁŚĞƌĞ͘�

�ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ� ƚŽ� ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ�
�ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� �ǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ� �ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͕�
Ă� ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟǀĞ� ĂŶĚ� ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞĚ�
control strategy was immediately 
ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ͘� dŚĞ� ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�
involved extensive public awareness 
ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ͕� ĐůŽƐĞ� ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ� ǁŝƚŚ�
ĨĂƌŵĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕�
ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ǁŝĚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚ� ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ� ŽĨ�
ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐĂů�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ͘

WĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĞĂƌůǇ� ŝĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ� ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�
of infested maize plants before the 
ƉĞƐƚ� ĐŽƵůĚ� ƐƉƌĞĂĚ� ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ͘ � dŚƌŽƵŐŚ�
ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞĚ� ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� ĂĐƟŽŶ� ĂŶĚ�
ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ� ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ͕� ŝŶĨĞĐƚĞĚ�
crops were removed and disposed of 
ƉƌŽŵƉƚůǇ͕ � ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ� ƌĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�
ƌŝƐŬ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĨĞƐƚĂƟŽŶ͘

�Ɛ� Ă� ƌĞƐƵůƚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞƐĞ� ƟŵĞůǇ�
ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ͕� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůůǇ�
prevented the widespread 
ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ� &Ăůů� �ƌŵǇǁŽƌŵ�ĂŶĚ�
protected other crops from serious 
ĚĂŵĂŐĞ͘� dŚĞ� ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ� ŚŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚĞĚ�
the importance of early warning 
ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͕�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĂƉŝĚ�
response mechanisms in safeguarding 
the country’s agricultural sector from 
ĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ�ƉĞƐƚ�ƚŚƌĞĂƚƐ͘

Looking Ahead

�Ɛ� ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ� ǀĂƌŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ͕ � ĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�
ĞĐŽůŽŐŝĐĂů� ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ĐƌŽƐƐͲ
ďŽƌĚĞƌ� ƉĞƐƚ� ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚƐ� ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�
ƚŽ� ŝŶŇƵĞŶĐĞ� ĂŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĂů� ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͕�
ǀŝŐŝůĂŶĐĞ� ƌĞŵĂŝŶƐ� ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů͘� dŚĞ�
DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ� ŽĨ� �ŐƌŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ Ɛ͛� ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ�
ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ� ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝǌĞƐ� ĞĂƌůǇ� ĚĞƚĞĐƟŽŶ͕�
ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ� ƐƵƌǀĞŝůůĂŶĐĞ͕� ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ�
ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͕� ƌĂƉŝĚ� ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ͕� ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů� ĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘� �ƌŝƚƌĞĂ Ɛ͛�
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŝŶ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶĂů�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�
dedicated to desert locust 
management further strengthens 
ƚŚĞƐĞ� ĞīŽƌƚƐ� ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�

ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ͕� ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů� ĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕� ĂŶĚ�
ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂĐƟŽŶ͘

�ŌĞƌ� ϯϱ� ǇĞĂƌƐ� ŽĨ� ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ͕�
Eritrea’s achievements in desert 
locust control demonstrate what can 
be accomplished through foresight, 
ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ͕� ĂŶĚ� ĐŽůůĞĐƟǀĞ� ĂĐƟŽŶ͘�
&ƌŽŵ� ƌĞŵŽƚĞ� ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ� ƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ� ƚŽ�
ĨƌŽŶƚůŝŶĞ� ĮĞůĚ� ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ͕� ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ�
of individuals have contributed 
ƚŽ� ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŶŐ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛� ĐƌŽƉƐ͕�
ƌĂŶŐĞůĂŶĚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽŽĚ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͘

dŚĞ� 'ĂĚŝŵ� ,Ăůŝď� �ĞƐĞƌƚ� >ŽĐƵƐƚ�
DŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐ� ĂŶĚ� �ŽŶƚƌŽů� �ĞŶƚĞƌ�
now stands as a symbol of that 
commitment—a fortress against 
one of agriculture’s oldest enemies 
ĂŶĚ� Ă� ďĞĂĐŽŶ� ŽĨ� ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟŽŶ� ŝŶ� ƉůĂŶƚ�
ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͘� dŚƌŽƵŐŚ� ƉĞƌƐŝƐƚĞŶĐĞ͕�
ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮĐ� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͕� ĂŶĚ� ĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕�
Eritrea has shown that even the most 
ĚĞƐƚƌƵĐƟǀĞ� ŵŝŐƌĂƚŽƌǇ� ƉĞƐƚƐ� ĐĂŶ� ďĞ�
ĞīĞĐƟǀĞůǇ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ͕�ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�
country’s agricultural future remains 
ƐĞĐƵƌĞ͕�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶƚ͘
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