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Toward the Development of Fishery in Eritrea

Non Verbatim Translation from Japanese to English

Eritrea, a country facing Rea Sea, is suitable for fishery; however, the catch is till small. It was only
8813 ton in 2006. The facilities in coastal line were destroyed during the independenence war. The
fisheries industry was left in ruins as a result. Since the independence of Eritrea from Ethiopia in

1993, the development of fishery has been promoted and is growing.

Desale Tecleab, 37, has started the master course in fishery engineering at Kagoshima University
Graduate School this spring. He came from Eritrea to Japan through JICA’s higher education
support program - an initiative which started during the TICAD IV in 2008. JICA has started the
Program for the Improvement of Higher Education in Eritrea through Japanese Experience by
dispatching an Inspection team to the country and accepting 7 trainees from Eritrea to five

different universities in Japan since then. Desale is one of them.

There are about 1,700 fishermen in Eritrea. They still practice traditional fishery, and they don’t use
new technology or implements. The Government of Eritrea has invested / built eight trawlers and
one net-fishing ship for the re-birth of the fisheries industry in 2002. However, for more

development of off-shore fishing, it has a long way to go.

Desale is studying effective use of triple net. It is aimed at introducing a simple triple net fishing
system and to provide appropriate information for fishing regulation. The Professor is Dr. Tatsuro
Matsuoka, Fisheries Department of the Kagoshima University. Dr. Matsuoka was one of a member
of the inspection team which visited Eritrea. He stated that “he has a high hope. Eritrea has
nothing good or bad. I am very excited because it’s a rare case to help the fishery education and

development from zero.”

Desale is a lecturer of the College of Marine Science and Technology in Eritrea. He said that “he
feels his study in Kagoshima University has a big significance for the country although it was for
him a hard decision to make, leaving his wife and children behind.” “There are a lot of mineral
resources, but industry itself is not yet fully developed, because of shortage of technology and know-how,
Therefore. I'm looking forward to promote the industrial development and education in my country with
what I'll learn in Kagashima University”. He is looking forward to enroll for the master program in

April and he will start research programs on fishery technology for 2 years.
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