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Excellences of the Diplomatic Corps,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to thank and express our deep felt gratitude to all our guests present, on behalf of all the heads
of the African diplomatic missions here in Tokyo and myself, for taking time from your busy schedules,
in honor of our invitation to attend the Africa Day Reception.

As you all know, Africa Day is the annual commemoration of the founding of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU). It is on this day, that we celebrate and remember the vision of the fathers and
leaders of the first thirty of the thirty two free and independent states who signed the founding charter of
OAU in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, before fifty one years today, on May 25,1963.

The rise to independence in the 60th in Africa was after a long process that began with resistance and
struggle waged against European colonialism by the heroic peoples of Africa for centuries. It was
because of this history that those 30 courageous fathers of Africa enshrined in the OAU charter the
inalienable right of all Africans to control: own destiny, freedom, equality, justice and dignity as an
essential objectives for the achievement of the legitimate aspirations of their countries and peoples.

It is these wise men of Africa, through their vision, attested by their signature to the OAU charter that
committed Africa to harness the natural and human resources of the continent for the total advancement
of the peoples of Africa in all spheres of human endeavors.

Hence, on the outset of our Africa Day Reception, I would kindly ask all to observe a moment of silence
now - in memory of those leaders, victims of colonialism, fallen freedom fighters, as well as terror and
genocide victims in Africa.

Honorable guests
Excellencies and Dear Colleagues
Ladies and Gentlemen



In the same traditional spirit and commitment of Africa, let me take this opportunity to make a cursory
comment on the current growing relationship between Japan and Africa towards those endeavors I just
mentioned.

Japan is reaching out to Aftrica through the Tokyo International Conference on African Development
(TICAD) process. In this process, over the next five years, Japan will support African growth through
public and private means of 3.2 trillion yen (approximately 32 billion USD), including ODA of around
1.4 trillion yen and other public and private resources of around 16 billion dollars. Japan will underwrite
a maximum of 2 billion dollars of trade insurance. Support is pledged on developing infrastructure,
human resources, health, agriculture, education, peace building and other sectors. Japan has also
continued on soliciting ties with new partners in Africa to help in the recovery of its economy.

Prime Minister Shinzd Abe has indicated in statements delivered in TICAD V in Yokohama, Japan,
from 1 to 3 June, 2013 and his recent visit to Africa: Mozambique, Ivory Coast and Ethiopia, for Africa
to use ODA as Africa see fit. The co-organizers: namely African Union Commission (AUC), World
Bank and UNDP in collaboration with the African Diplomatic Corps in Tokyo has also responded by
putting on the table - all the major regional projects for support by Japan. First TICAD V Ministerial
Follow-up Meeting that was held in Yaoundé¢ Cameroon this month (May 4 to 5, 2014) has put it’s full
backing to those policies and programs too. Therefore, what remains now is implementation and
conduct of a policy dialogue with each and every country in Africa to insure that the formulations are
country owned and reflects national priorities and local realities. It is also seen and observed by the
African Diplomatic Corps in Tokyo that it is imperative for both Africa and Japan to increase mutual
visits and shorten the TICAD Summits to two years from the usual five to facilitate those efforts.

Therefore, we are celebrating this Africa Day in Tokyo today in a spirit of commitment and good will to
build a win-win partnership between Africa and Japan for the coming five years. Our special thanks
goes to Prime Minister Shinzd Abe, his government and the people of Japan.

Last but not least, I would like to thank all brothers and sisters in the African Diplomatic Corps for
making this event possible. My very special thanks go to the Embassy of the Republic of Angola for

hosting this event in their chancery.

Long life to African Unity and Long life to the friendship and solidarity between Japan and African
countries,

Please enjoy the evening and thank you,
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