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TICAD7 in Resonance to
the African Needs and
Requirements

Geographic locations of the African countries
provide various direct strategically important
military, diplomatic, political, social and economic
advantages to the economic powerhouses in the
past and present. The abundant presence of rich
human and natural resources in the continent is
the main of the obvious natural bridges to these
linkages. This has been amply demonstrated in
the era of Agrarian and Industrial Revolution in
past centuries, though with many negative legacies
to the African countries and people.

Currently, in a different paradigm of the history,
the business opportunities that the African
countries provide are blooming phenomenally
in many parts of the continent, which are an
attraction to many foreign direct investment
programs. Productive sectors (agriculture,
industry. mining, tourism), infrastructure



sectors (transport and energy) and social sectors
(education, health, population) are also becoming
key drivers of the development agenda of the
African countries. Hence, it is imperative for
Japan through the TICAD7 to assure greatest
benefit from many sectors availed in the continent
at this juncture of history.

Our countries in Africa have strategic references
indicating clearly medium-to-long-term
development programs that take into account all
possible national and regional geographic, natural
and social types of assets.

African countries including my country Eritrea
encourage global and Japanese FDI participation
in the development of the above-mentioned
resources as a means to expand their economies
by fostering the transfer of technologies and
know-how in order to enhance industrialization.
Naturally, it is of vital importance, at this stage,
in response to the existing positive growth of
demand and supply, for the Government of Japan
to ensure through the TICAD7: sound, efficient,
cconomic, safe and sustainable engagements with
our African countries.

Trade and industrial development agenda,
namely policies in regard to the establishment of
conducive environment for investment i.e. equal
opportunities availed and given to domestic capital
and FDI. investment proclamation. investment
incentives and guarantees, dispute settlement
mechanisms, licensing, allocation of land, free
zones as well as investment opportunities in
agriculture, fisheries and marine resources,
manufacturing, mineral resources. energy.
tourism, infrastructure, transportation, and other
services can casily be targeted effectively by
JICA. JBIC. NEXI and JOGMEC.

African Union is currently tackling with a
noble task of harmonizing development policies
to address the economic integration of the 55
member states in the continent. Sub regional
integration of economies is also gaining traction
very fast. Eritrea and Ethiopia Peace Treaty was
signed in July 9, 2018. This development has

opened up a gigantic market opportunity not
only to the Eastern part of Africa but also to
the neighboring economies of the Middle East.
Europe, Asia, Far East, and beyond.

Hence it is time for African countries to create
and foster strategic partnerships with Japan and
other development partners to include but not
exclude key areas of trade and investment, which
encompass: prospecting, production, processing,
packaging, transportation and market access of
products and services.

Mutual agreements on the formation of joint
ventures: franchising; licensing; technology.
know-how transfer; and other mutual appropriate
tangible business arrangements must be targeted
from the onset in TICAD7.

In the last three-decade emerging giants such as
Brazil, Russia, India and China have succeeded
in capturing the attention of head of states,
diplomats, economists, local folks and investors
from around the world. Today, it is generally
worldwide-accepted fact if the economies in the
55 African countries remain on a steady and
sustainable development track; they will soon be
forces to be reckoned with.

Given the important role TICAD7 is expected
to play in the economic revitalization of African
countries, mobilizing international support for
SDGs should commensurate with African needs
and requirements.

African countries are ready for an active
participation of Japan and the Tiger economies
of Asia in mutually building a strong base to the
Lion economy of African countries in the horizon
of Reiwa Era through ODA, equity or shares.
TICAD7 must champion this important process to
be launched in 2019.

ESTIFANOS Afeworki, Ambassador
ERITREA/Tokyo
May 5, 2019
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