Drifting Hegemony: Part 1, The Creaking Terrorist Front /1(Part 1) Ethiopia:
North Korea's Arms Export

The U.S. tacitly acknowledges the contradiction - priority is given to “anti-
al-Qaeda

About 135 kilometers west of Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. As we
drove through a rural area spread out over the hills, an Ethiopian military
checkpoint came into view. About 2.4 kilometers away was the Hormat
Engineering Plant, a weapons factory. According to an off-duty female
soldier, a total of about 200 Ethiopian and North Korean engineers and
laborers live and work at the factory. Residents of the area testified that
"civiliane cannot go beyond the checkpoints, but Aslans frequently come

and go.

The factory was built with the support of North Korea during the Mengistu
Socialist regime (1974-91). After the collapse of the Mengistu regime, it was
decided to convert the plant to a commaodities manufacturing plant, but due
to a territorial dispute with Eritrea, which gained independence from
Ethiopia (1998~00), it was decided to rebuild it as a weapons factory. North
Korea was contracted to rebuild and provide military supplies.

Ethiopia is a landlocked country.

Ethiopia is a landlocked country with no landing port. For this reason, North
Korean military supplies were unloaded at three ports in the Somaliland
Autonomous Region, which is adjacent to Ethiopia and has declared
independence from Somalia, "four times in total between January and July
2007," according to officials from the autonomous government.



One of the landing ports is in the Sailak area of Somaliland. The work was
carried out under curfew at night. Ethiopian soldiers and plainclothes
inteliigence officers were on guard in the area.

There was what looked like a liquid storage tank. After the work, there was
an egg-like smell, and some residents complained of cold-like symptoms
for two weeks," testified a resident of the area. The weapons were also
unloaded in Boraksar and Kalin, near Berbera, Somaliland’s largest city,
and transported by rail across the border to an arms factory in Ethiopia.

The U.S. and the U.K., having received information through diplomatic
channels that Ethiopia was importing weapons from North Korea, hurried
to confirm that the weapons “included chemical weapons" (Ambassador
Estifanos, the U.S. ambassador to Japan).

In the end, the British Foreign Intelligence Service (MI6) determined that the
materials brought into Ethiopia from North Korea were most likely “raw
materials for conventional weapons using phosphorus, which could easily
be confused with chemical weapons. The Ethiopian arms factory "may be
a manufacturing facility for yellow phosphorus smoke bombs, rocket
bombs, and small arms.

On April 13 last year, the Ethiopian government announced in a statement
that a North Korean cargo ship was carrying

Machinery and parts for weapons factories
Raw materials for the manufacture of small arms ammunition

-The U.S., however, has not yet confirmed that the North Korean cargo
shipments were to Ethiopia. However, the U.S. did not move to impose
sanctions or other strong measures against Ethiopia.



Ethiopia is the keystone of the U.S. war on terror in East Africa. it supports
Ethiopia in its efforts to prevent anarchic Somalia from becoming a base
for the international terrorist organization al-Qaeda. Behind the tacit
approval of arms exports by North Korea lies the foreign and security policy
of the U.S., which places the "war on terror” as its top priority.

In 2008, the U.S. presidential election (November) and the Beijing Olympics
{August) will be followed by a series of important events that will determine
the balance of power in the international community. In this series, we will
report on how the "hegemony"” of the U.S. has been shaken after the Iraq
War and other events, and how it is shifting from unipolarity to muitipolarity.
In this issue, we trace the creaking of the U.S.-Terro front. In Addis Ababa,
Keiichi Shirato

Mainichi Newspaper, Tokyo Morning Edition, March 25, 2008



W[Z2UNELEH T IV HA SRR 18- 2L T TORER
Z1(ED1) TFAE7 LHASEARERH

W

I?‘#‘E@E%ﬁ?'?’4x&lia)ﬁﬁ1 35FNITHIEBRITHORM
o MELERASG D, BEADOEISBELE-=AFE—BE

OXRE. FEDRE——THT7ILHh15 1L

IFFET7DEBT TARATRANAOEH 13550, EEICENZBHbEE
HTKE IFAE7EORMAMNEER L =, $12-4FX0EICHIDIEE
BLBIHRILIYNIODO=ZFYL T I, FBORMEELIZLSE, TIHT
FIFAET AEIFBEADOEME - FH@BEFHF200 A MEHAH TEL,
HEDERGI—BATRBFAOEICTHEVR, ZO7ALERIZHAY
LTWBI1EREELT=,

THBIEAFAVHEETBRE(1974~015) BRICILAROKIEEET
BEShiz, RIBMERIEE. L EAKBRASMNETIBADEGERAMNRE-S-
N TFAETHSHRILI-TURN)7EDHEL S (98~004) 52+, BS
THELTOBRARE Sz, LA BREEEDERUEH T E--.

o ]

IFAE7IZHNEETERITENGL, COo, LHBEOFEEYEL. T
FAETICBEL. YRUPHORIZFEEL TS YIYSURBARD3H
T.[07F1~7AICE4E. BEHTFEh - EBABRFLYBESIZBM L.

BEBITED—D, YRISUR - HASv R, FEEITEM. SMERESHH
EhEHhTHEDONT, ABIZIEIFAE7 EOCRBOBRB (BLS1F5)BAM
R, BERICHI-o1=



=

A sy O/
' IJhU? A LA o
J -~

TTrow
?/7‘;\ DL
O : \/
54 AP Tf\)l/\v 7%
*OHe15us A E‘:
ATl S | 3
4 LFAET / E
— JIRUP/ A L Fig

IBERBEEIVIDEIBEDNRBH 1=, FEE. BOISIZELHEN, 2
ERLEABICUUERERZASERNHE-IEADERMNEE TS, YIUS
VFBRRDBHAANIARTEBORSYH—IL, B THES ITEh, BEZR
A IFAE7OERILIEFETHRELETERAL,

IFAET7HIEFHENISRBERAL TR LEDMBENZIL—MEEEEL
TAFLEAERERK. MER2EBLEFA TV I(ZRTF(I7/RERTY)
R)7KEE) EDFRLENRS D, BEEEALVE,

BE. ZEXSMERB(MI6) (X, LFHBENSTFFETZISEURATL=Y
AEMEREREERSA LTV EZERALE-AE ERORMH 10T EEH
NEWEHE, TFFAE7DOERTIHEME) O RIEM, 04 vhE, NREBEL
EOBERBRTIXELANIERTINS,

[ m

HE48138. TFAE7RAEFEHT, LSS0 B
VERIHEOBEDS
VINERBRAOBEIED-ODRMH
——Z2IFFETRIFICEEL-EE O, 0, RBEXTFAE7IZHT S
HEDEROEBICIZB AT, T,

REICESTIFAETIX. E7 YA T TOBEOEFH, HEAF
REOVTUZHERTOABE 7 ILA(TORAELRDIDEHRTS5E. TFAE
TEXRETS, LHBHICLIRBBHARBENEIC(E. TTOLDOBL E
BREBETIAREDHZ -REFEEEELH S,

X X X

O8FIFZ. AA#MMAR (1 A)VPAFERHB(BA )L L. RSN E HEE
ERTHIEERUNE MSIBELEEET. XEOIHIEINELIE, —F
PLEBRNSZBHEICEYDOHLRRE, V—XTHRET S, SEIEHT
OEBOELAEERS [FTARATRNTHFE—]

S B 2008438258 HFEEAT




