Remarks made by H.E. Mr. Estifanos Afeworki, Ambassador of the State of Eritrea
to Japan and the Dean of African Diplomatic Corps at the Africa Day Reception
2024 at the Sophia University, 24 May 2024

Honorable Guests, Excellencies and Dear Colleagues
Mina Sama, Kombanwa,

Please allow me first and foremost, on behalf of all the heads of the African
diplomatic missions here in Tokyo and myself, to thank and express our deep-felt
gratitude to all our guests present for taking time from your busy schedules to
attend the Africa Day Celebration being held in Sophia University today.

It is a great honor for me, on this occasion, to also express our deep-felt gratitude
and thanks to Sophia University faculty staff and students for their continued
friendship, solidarity and contribution to the successful holding of this event in their
esteemed campus.

As you might all know, Africa Day is the annual commemoration of the founding of
the Organization of African Unity (OAU) which is currently known as the African
Union. We celebrate this day to commemorate and remember the vision of the
leaders of the first thirty of the thirty two free and independent states who signed
the founding charter of OAU in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, before 61 years on May
25,1963. Today, the AU is made up of 55 Member States which represent all the
countries on the African continent.

The rise to independence in the 60th in Africa was after a long process that began
with resistance and struggle waged against European colonialism by peoples of
Africa for centuries. It was because of this history that those 30 courageous fathers
of Africa enshrined in the OAU charter the inalienable right of all Africans to control:
own destiny, freedom, equality, justice and dignity as an essential objectives for the
achievement of the legitimate aspirations of their countries and peoples.

It is these wise men of Africa, through their vision, who attested by their signature
to the OAU charter that have committed Africa and the African population to
harness the natural and human resources of the continent for the total
advancement of the peoples of Africa in all spheres of human endeavors.



With this brief introduction, let me take you (for a few minutes now, to the black
and white family photo on the screen) in order to pay our homage and respect to
these beacons of hope: the heroic leaders of that period, their glorious history and
contribution in the continent of Africa. This photo was taken one year before the
founding of the African Union.

Left to right (all rows): 1. unknown 2. Lt Gen Haile Baykedagn (Eritrean with Ethiopia
Citizenship) 3. unknown 4 Ras Asrate Kassa (Ethiopian) 5. Patrice Lumumba (Congo)
6. Lt Gen Aman Andom (Eritrean with Ethiopia Citizenship) 7. Ras Andargachew
Mesay (Ethiopian) 8 HIM Haileselassie (Ethiopian) 9. Lt Gen Issaias Ghebreselassie
(Eritrean with Ethiopia Citizenship) 10. Unknown 11. Samora Machelle (Guinea
Bissau) 12. Kenneth Kaunda (Zambia) 13 unknown 14. Oliver Tambo (with dark
glasses) (South Africa) 15. Unknown 16. Ahmed Benbella (Algeria) 17. Unknown 18.
Nelson Mandela (South Africa). On this historic day, | would also like to reiterate my
gratitude and to convey to all the friends of Africa in Japan that the current
generation should continue to listen to and serve those courageous fathers, sons
and daughters of Africa because they represent destiny, freedom, equality, justice
and dignity not only of the African people but humanity at large.

Last but not least, today is also the 33 years of the Independence Day Anniversary
of Eritrea.

Let me wish, taking this occasion, Happy Independence Day to all compatriots and
friends present.

Thank you and Arigato
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