Remarks made by His Excellency Mr. ESTIFANOS Afeworki Ambassador
of the State of Eritrea to Japan at the Tokyo Metropolitan Peace Day
Memorial Ceremony, March 10, 2026

Honorable Governor of Tokyo

Chairperson of the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly
Representative of Tokyo Air Raid victims

Ladies and gentlemen

Selam,

As we all know, the art of diplomacy is one of the pillars of communications,
established long ago, which was built between nations and nation states to
manage peace, trade and security. And in the past history of mankind, the
failures of international diplomatic activities have been the main cause of
wars and conflicts - be it at national, regional or international levels.

World War I and World War II are living testimonies to this phenomenon in
the modern history of mankind. Millions of people have been killed, maimed
or displaced from their homelands as a result of these wars and conflicts that
followed it - which also included but did not exclude innocent children, men
and women victims. Here in Tokyo, on the very ground where we stand today;,
countless lives were lost in a tragic and devastating way.

When the paradigm of relations between the global powers is currently
changing remarkably fast, many politicians and political scientists are openly
predicting the danger of the imminent World War III.

Therefore, in this crucial moment of human history when we are
remembering the innocent lives that perished in the last world war at this
Tokyo Metropolitan Peace Day Memorial being held today, my humble
message as a diplomat serving in this historic city and country which has
gone through the horrors of the Second World War is very simple and clear.

Peace building through a constructive national, international and regional
diplomacy is the only promising future for mankind.

May peace prevail over wars and conflicts now, where and however they are
happening in our planet. The past is the future not the other way around. It
is a must for powers to learn from the past.

Selam
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