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Ohaio Gozaimuse!

My name is Estifanos Afeworki, I am the Ambassador of the State of Eritrea and
Dean of the African Diplomatic Corps.

First and foremost, let me join the other speakers once again to congratulate Mr.
Cofie all those who participated with him for organizing the 11th Africa Festival
Yokohama 2018. Allow me also to thank and express the African Diplomatic
Corps’ gratitude and my appreciation to the City of Yokohama for the support
rendered to this African grass root activity. [ am sure our common effort will
certainly play a role of deepening understanding between Japan and African
countries.

TICAD VII 2019 is going to be held in Yokohama. TICAD IV and V were also held
in the past in Tokyo. The linkage of the City of Yokohama and African countries is
growing year by year. The friendship and solidarity with our African countries is
also developing slowly but surely day-by-day. Thank you Yokohama City for all
the wonderful efforts that you are making. We look forward to work with you
hand in hand for the success of the coming TICAD VII 2019 and TOKYO
OLYMPICS 2020.

[ am sure this event will give the public a chance to talk to Africa directly not to
be limited to talks about Africa indirectly. Japan must not be left out from the
opportunities that Africa can provide. Africa must not be left out from the
opportunities that Japan can provide. Our mutual interest is a common destiny of
peace, stability, cooperation and prosperity that we must all strive to achieve.

[ wish good success to the 11t Africa Festival Yokohama 2018.

Arigato



