Remarks made by His Excellency Mr. ESTIFANOS Afeworki Ambassador of
the State of Eritrea to Japan at the Tokyo Metropolitan Peace Day Memorial
Ceremony March 10, 2021

Her Excellency, Ms. Yuriko Koike, Governor of Tokyo

Honorable Ryoichi Ishikawa, President of Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly
Mr. Masao Takahashi, Representative of Tokyo Air Raid victims
Mayors of cities and municipalities

Excellencies and distinguished guests
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Today we are all gathered here to mourn the victims of the bombings of Tokyo in
World War Il which killed more than a hundred thousand residents and left more
than a million of them homeless. This is one of the saddest episodes in human
history. Based on this sad experience and loss of human life, we are here on this
historic Tokyo Peace Day, not only to mourn but also to plead for peace and mutual
understanding.

Therefore, seizing this opportunity, in my capacity as Ambassador of the State of
Eritrea to Japan and on behalf of the Diplomatic Corps here in Tokyo, allow me to
express, once again, our deep felt sorrow on the loss and suffering of the people of
Japan especially the city of Tokyo in World War Il.

It is now, more than any time in the past, when regional, international interests are
spinning conflicts, when wars are smoldering millions of innocent victims in some
parts of the planet with the same fire-bombs, that we should stay vigilant,
remember, and stay reminiscent of what happened to the residents of Tokyo in
1945.

Currently, there are debates and formulas for and against a new world order which
is geopolitical centric in its values but given, the last century experiences of wars
and superpower rivalries, it is imperative that these debates get anchored in
humanism and people-centered values, without which the United Nations and other
international organizations’ maintenance of peace and stability to ensure common
prosperity, cooperation in security, political, economic, scientific, technological,
cultural and humane spheres remains only a dream to flourish globally. COVID-19
pandemic is a harsh reminder to all of us that we are - one planet and one people
one more time than the nationalities we have been fixated to learn and cherish after
Westphalia.



Our destiny is one and the same. Standing for peace and cooperation between
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, and beyond is also standing for
peace in Tokyo.

Japan stands tall and in peace among the family of nations in the world today after
rising up from the ashes of World War Il. Hence, Japan’s continued support to the
2018 Eritrea Ethiopia Peace Treaty is indeed valuable. Precious life of men,
women, and children on our planet must live in peace. Law, order, and peace must
reign over differences.

Thank you very much for your cordial invitation, and we look forward to the
continued support by Japan to peacebuilding in our region.

Our deep appreciation also goes for Governor Koike for her leadership in the
ongoing relentless fight to defeat COVID-19. We are all confident that you will win
this battle.

Thank you,
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