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Introduction:

Where is 
Eritrea?



The Horn of Africa

Eritrea
Ethiopia
Djibouti
Somalia

*Sudan and South Sudan (and 
occasionally Kenya and Uganda) 
are sometimes included.

















Background history



ABDUR 

ï 125,000 YEARS OLD -

the earliest, best dated evidence for 

human occupation of a coastal marine 

environment was located on the coast of 

the present-day Eritrea 

Source: Walter, R. C. et al. (1997), Nature 385, Fig. 1.



Location of Abdur



ADULITE 

ANCIENT RULE 

9th BC ï 5th AD

Adulite ancient rule (9th c. BC ï 5th c. 

AD) functioned as a major regional 

center for commerce and trade. 

1,400-year-old church ruins were 

discovered 



Location of Adulis

!Řǳƭƛǎ /ƻǳǊǘόǳǇύΣ YƛƴƎΩǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜόōƻǘǘƻƳύ
Dr. Daniel Habtemichael https://www.adulites.com/ !Řǳƭƛǎ /ƻǳǊǘόǳǇύΣ YƛƴƎΩǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜόōƻǘǘƻƳύThe Ancient Port City of Adulis: Research Updates

https://shabait.com/2024/04/03/the -ancient-port-city-of-adulis-research-updates/



Large intact vessel 
discovered at Adulis in 
2024, providing new 
evidence for the early 
occupational phase of the 
ancient Red Sea port (1stς
2nd century CE).https://shabait.com/2024/04/03/the-ancient-port-city-of-adulis-research-

updates/

The remains of the ancient cathedral at Adulis, one of the 
earliest Christian ecclesiastical structures excavated on the 
Red Sea coast.



AXUM RULE 

1st ï 9th AD

Axum Rule (1stï9th c. AD) had its centers spread across the present-day 

highlands of Eritrea, northern Ethiopia, and Hadramawt in modern-day Yemen.



BEIJA and CUSHITIC RULE 

8th ï 13th AD

Beja and Cushitic rule (8th ï 

13th c. AD): made several 

incursions into Axumite 

territories. 

"Beja People," 101 Last Tribes,
https://www.101lasttribes.com/tribes/beja.html.



BAHRE NEGASH 

RULE 

14th - 18th AD 

Bahre Negash rule RULE (14th - 

18th c. AD): arose in highlands of 

present-day Eritrea. 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ²ƛƪƛƳŜŘƛŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ άaŜŘǊƛ .ŀƘǊƛέ όtǳōƭƛŎ 5ƻƳŀƛƴύΦ
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Medri_Bahri.png



THE OTOMAN 

RULE 

15th - 19th c. AD

The Ottoman Rule(15th - 19th c. 

AD):  curved an enclave from the 

realm of the territories of Bahre 

Negash. 

Source: Unknown creator, map found online.
https://www.reddit.com/r/MapPorn/comments/uszh86/largest_extent_of_the_ottoman_empire/?tl=ja&utm_source=share&utm_
medium=web3x&utm_name=web3xcss&utm_term=1&utm_content=share_button
Used here for educational / illustrative purposes.



EGYPT RULE 

1846-85 

Egypt Rule (1846-85) took 

over the control of the 

Ottoman rule. 

Figure X. Map of Egypt and neighbors, 1880 (Wikimedia Commons, CC-BY-SA 3.0). Original map by Sting. 

Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Egypt_and_neighbors_1880_map_de.png



BRITISH 

MILITARY 
EXPEDITION

Nile river British military expedition by 

general Napier in 1868 (from India to the 

Blue Nile) 

Source: The Graphic, November 29, 1884. Wood engraving by T. Griffiths after F. Villiers.



BRITISH 

MILITARY 
EXPEDITION

1884ï1885

Nile river British military 

expedition by General 

Gordon (1884ï1885),

Source: Henry M. Stanley, Coomassie and Magdala: The story of two 
British campaigns in Africa (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1874).



OPENING OF THE 

SUEZ CANAL IN 1869

Red Sea becomes a new 

strategic global trade corridor 

Image: iStock.com / duncan1890



Source: iStock.com / PeterHermesFurian



1887 Map by Italy
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Source: Carta dellôEgitto, Sudan, Mar Rosso, Assab, Massaua, Abissinia ecc.

 Published in Milan by Ferd. Sacchi & Figli, 1887; issued as a complimentary map for subscribers to LôAraldo.Nuovo Carta dell Egitto, Sudan, Mar Rosso, Massaua, Assab, Abissinia etc.


