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DAWN AFTER A LONG NIGHT
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This photobook was originally published by EPLF in 1989 and newly converted into electronic data
in 2011 by the embassy of the State of Eritrea to Japan.

This is the record of the 30 years independence struggle and some of the photos here may look
shocking to the readers, hence this is a real page of the long history we went through. Please
understand that we chose not to edit any original photos so that we can widely share this historical

testimony with those who love peace.
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FOREWORD

In 1978, the world had virtually written off the struggle in
Eritrea. In 1988, after an Eritrean victory that had
implications not only for the Ethiopian regime but also for
super power interests in the Horn of Africa, the world began
to come to grips with the resilience of a legitimate and
popular struggle. In between, the most trying ten years in
Eritrean history elapsed.

Arrayed against the Eritrean people during these ten years
were formidable forces: one of the biggest and best equipped
armies in Africa with a quarter of a million troops,
supported by the might of a supper power -the Soviet Union.
Ethiopia's military rulers, the Dergue, also enjoyed the
financial, logistical and man-power assistance of the Soviet
Union's allies. The West too, assisted the Ethiopian war
effort by providing economic and diplomatic backing which it
hoped would lure the Dergue into the Western camp.

The Ethio-Soviet onslaught against Eritrea started in mid-
1978. During the ten years that followed, eight large-scale
offensives and numerous major campaigns were launched. In
some of the offensives, over a hundred thousand troops
supported by close to 2000 Soviet advisers and devastating
fire power, including the use of chemical weapons, hurled
themselves at the Eritrean positions.

In terms of numbers and sheer force, it was a very unequal
fight. Eritrea is a small country, with only three and a
half million population. Its resources are limited, and war
and drought have depleted them further. Throughout the ten
years, Eritrea did not have the backing of a single foreign
power.

How then did the Eritrean people withstand the Ethio-Soviet
onslaught? What are the secrets that enabled them not only
to completely overturn the military balance of forces,
compelling the Dergue's leader, Colonel Mengistu, to admit
in March 1988 the "threat" to the very existence of the
Ethiopian empire, but also to build a remarkably democratic
society in the midst of war?

One can talk of the justness of the cause, the strength of
convictions, the determination to win, the readiness to pay
sacrifices, the exceptionally broad participation of
ordinary Eritreans inside the country and abroad, the
organizational skills and political maturity of the vanguard
organization,...and so forth. And yet, it is very hard to
visualize what the Eritrean people had to go through or
gauge the extent and significance of their achievements.



The pictures in this book, all taken by EPLF photographers,
portray vividly the most important developments of the war,
the human aspects of a people's successful effort to defend
their right and their yearning for freedom. We are releasing
this pictorial edition with the hope that it will help
explain the miracle that is Eritrea.
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Martyr Hamid Idris Awate, -the man who fired the first shots
of freedom.
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After 16 years of armed
struggle, in which the
Eritrean revolution grew
into a strong, popular and
profoundly democratic move-
ment, the Eritrean people
began the offensive for
the final liberation of
their country from Ethi-
opian occupation. The
first EPLF congress in
January 1977 called for
the "step-by-step libera-
tion of the land and
people™.
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