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In 1984, the Eritrean struggle entered a new phase. By. this
time, retreat and defensive engagements were over; and this
signaled the emergence of the transition period where
successive measures of counter-offensive were staged. 1In
January of this year, the EPLF liberated the town of
Tessenei in western Eritrea. Two months later, the north-
eastern Sahel Front was smashed and Ethiopian troops were
forced to retreat towards the sea. In the two-day battle,
7000 sg.Kms. of territory was thus liberated.The Dergue,
which in several previous occasions had arrogantly stated
that it will drive the Eritreans to the sea, saw for itself
the annihilation of two of its divisions on the Red Sea

coast.
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Tessenei; January 15, 1984.
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The arid planes of north-eastern Sahel.
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Marsa Teclai - on the Red Sea coast; March 21,1984.
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