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The cruelty and crime of
the Ethiopian army in
Eritrea have few parallels.
Yet, the EPLF treats Ethi-
opian prisoners of war
(POWs) humanely. 3000 of
them were set free in Nove-
mber 1981, for instance.

No doubt, this was one of
the happiest moments of
their life, as seen against
the fact that by this event
they were able to regain
their lost hope - hope that
was crushed by their
government, because it consi-
ders them traitors and refuses
to acknowledge their very
existence. No wonder, many
of those who returned to
their home-town were seized
by the Dergue's secret
police and executed.
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The Dergue was not ready to accept the new realities,
however. To arrest the advance of the popular struggle, it
intensified its atrocities on the civilian population at a
time when drought and locust ravaged Eritrea.

1984-86 were difficult years for the Eritrean people. Lives
of hundreds of people, especially the more wvulnerable
children and aged persons, were lost. Thousands more sought
refuge in the Sudan. Others joined the Dergue's militia so
they can receive relief aid from the Dergue and save the
lives of their families. The military regime of Addis-Abeba
rejected off-hand EPLF 'cease-fire' proposals that would
facilitate relief work. It also diverted relief aid to the
army.

Only a small portion of the massive international relief aid
was channeled directly to Eritrea. Nevertheless, the EPLF
and the Eritrean Relief Association (ERA) succeeded in
quickly controlling the effects of famine by mobilizing
internal resources and effectively distributing external
relief aid.
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