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Displaced but determined as ever to strengthen the struggle
for freedom.
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Once the effects of drought had been contained, the EPLF set
out to build on the victories scored at Tessenei, north-
eastern Sahel and the spectacular commando raid in Asmara.
In July 1985, EPLF forces captured Barentu - a town which
the Dergue was able to defend during the 1977-78 Eritrean
offensive when almost all towns were liberated. Stunned by
the blow, the Dergue brought reinforcements from Ethiopia
and was able to return to the town only after a costly and
reckless campaign and when the EPLF decided to pull out.
Barentu was a major victory for the EPLF. Here, 7700
Ethiopian soldiers were put out of action and a large number
of munitions, tanks and artillery pieces, that increased the
fire-power of the EPLF, were captured.The results of the
battle for Barentu were very much in evidence in later
military developments.
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People's militia units. REMHEK
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Towards Barentu - enthusiastic youth.
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