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The battle for Massawa: In Nov-
ember 1977, the EPLF cut the
vital Asmara-Massawa road and
a month later, on December 22,
the EPLF mounted its attack on
the city itself. Three-fourth
of Massawa fell in EPLF hands;
but savage bombardment from
Soviet war-ships and Soviet -
supplied fighter planes prev-
ented its total liberation.
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EPLF fighters advance
past the 16 kilometer
mark—-stone on the road to
Asmara, after liberating
Dongolo, Ghinda, Nefasit
and Maihabar. Earlier the
Eritrean Liberation Front
(ELF) had liberated Tes-
senei, Agordat, Mendefera
and Adi Quala. The encir-
clement of Asmara was
complete.
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THE STRATEGIC RETREAT

In mid 1978, the Eritrean people's hope that their suffering
would soon be over were suddenly dashed. Massive Soviet
intervention pulled the dictatorial regime from the brink
and over-turned the balance of forces. It was suicidal to
confront head on the might of the Ethio-Soviet military
machine. The EPLF decided on a strategic retreat.

To withdraw from the towns that had been liberated at the
cost of many martyrs, to suspend (in large areas of the
country) the attempts at laying the foundation of a new,
open and democratic society was indeed bitter. But, for
many, even this was not enough. They counseled the total
abandonment of the armed struggle, claiming that it was
"pointless and irresponsible” to fight in the face of
overwhelming odds.

The EPLF, however, was able to see beyond the dust blown up
by the rolling Soviet tanks. Its current secretary general,
Issayas Afewerki, said in July 1978, "...intoxicated by the
size of its army and the quality and quantity of its
weapons, the Dergue may feel invincible. It may also score
some victories. But after a short period of attrition, the
tide will turn in our favour. It is the Eritrean people's
determination and their indefatigable resistance that will
decide the outcome". The years that followed were to prove
the EPLF correct.
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Arms, troops, advisers -the resources of a super power

pitted against the determination of a small nation.




"Everything to War Front" A show of force in Meskel square Addis Abeba, Ethiopia in 1977 to crach EPLF.[T]
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The withdrawal from cities. Most of the people moved to safe

areas with the EPLF. Having had a taste of freedom, they
could not bear up with the Dergue's tyranny.
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