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The victory scored on the Nakfa Front shook the regime of
Mengistu. For once, the Colonel admitted that the very
existence of his government was in danger. Indeed, the
futility of the Dergue's policy of war became obvious; but
instead of seeking peace, Mengistu decided on the escalation
of the war - both against the EPLF and the civilian
population. A state of emergency was declared in Eritrea;
foreign relief workers were expelled and a new scorched
earth policy whose first victim was the village of Sheeb was
launched. Here 400 men, women and children were massacred,
many ground down by tanks; hundreds of thousands were
displaced with nothing but the clothes on their backs.

The past ten years and the years before have clearly shown
that the Eritrean people's aspirations for freedom cannot be
crushed, and that Eritrea will soon stand victorious. Indeed
freedom and peace are on the horizon.
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