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Mengistu addressing his troops at Alghena -north eastern

Sahel Front. "We have a superiority of 10 to 1 over the

bandits. We will crush them...", he said. (photo by
Ethiopian army)

izl

¥ F

80



+I2.A1 oohAHA. JH
ZASE:

iyl Ll pmiaay il

¢ sabdl Ll e

EPLF fighter sewing gas
mask in the days before
the 6th offensive.
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Fall of the "Red Star Operation".
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The strategic retreat entailed curtailment of our
educational services. The schools in the evacuated towns
were closed down. At the time the enemy troops landed in
north-eastern Sahel from the sea, students of the 'Zero

School' had to move out carrying desks and black boards on
their backs, while fighter planes strafed them from the air.

With the defeat of the Dergue's offensives, the then
suspended educational activities once again started to
sprout. In April 1983, the EPLF launched a nation-wide
literacy campaign. In 1987, the 'Zero School' staged a
memorable celebration of its tenth anniversary. Today a
total of 25 thousand children are enrolled in 150 schools.
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