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Ladies and gentlemen!

First of all let me welcome all of our guests to this event, which !"#$%!&'# (% )Xo
commemorate 26" !Anniversary of the Independence Day!of Eritrea here in Tokyo.
At this auspicious and historic moment -!it is important, for all our friends and
ourselves, to remember and share! through available means of communications
whel"#$1"#$%!"&' (%" $)*"+,I'""+1"$1"#-"1)./0 heading to. This event is blessed
" 1"HSH%&' $()* #+%,)88th 1978 NHK TV documentary “Liberated Area in the
Desert” showing an outstanding part of a pre-independence event as well as the
I"#$%#8f Freedom” photo exhibition by !"senior Japanese photojournalist in Africa
Mr. Nakano for the post independent Eritrea. Our heartfelt gratitude and thanks
also I"#$%&"%'()*&"% +(8EIBA Group !"#$%&'()$*)+("#,$%*$-)+&)J(HD % &' (#$)%o# " *+$
"HHS%R " HH SY&H ()1*
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which was controlling the outskirts of the capital of Eritrea (Asmara). I was also a

member of the Central Committee of the Eritrean People Liberation Front and
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"#$%&' %()' *%+%,-" &-+-&n a very short time - through massive milital"#
M"H#P%E&S #!" "#"'$% &'""1% 1% ()"% $"*'+1% ,"-+BHS$" %& T8 %6"&'$ %0!(%F )*+3$ ,+"-)&$
"#$%%&'()"*+,'(+(showdown between Goliath and!!"#$%&

As a living witness of this period, it was! " "#$%$&'( %)*!*+%#( ,-*( .#( -( Yot (
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alive to introduce this documentary film today. NHK camera has a better memory
than mine. This wonderful Japanese work shows not only some aspects of the

savage war instigated by foreign powers but also the local humanism involved.

"#$H% &' (%'%)*)'+% ,*-(./1$',0%*1%a{¢etbn the illegal intervention of USSR and its
Warsaw pact allies in Eritrea during this historic period, until a Tanzanian
"#$%&'()*+)"#%,-,+*.-+ &' &$/+&0"#*+* .-+ 1-%"2(,-+3-$3-*#&*-,+ 04+* -+/('(*&$4+#%* &+
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I"#$%&!M$. Itaru Tanaka, "#$%!&'()%*H,"#"$%&' ()*' +(*$,%*+" -*(+3'$(" ."$+%##' [+&'
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I"# $%!1&'($# 1"# ) (1" #5% & #( $) %o H*#% "% #&8in direct conflict with basic human

security and freedom !"#$%&#'&!" (&'#!$%#% &' (1)#*)+#,-&(%o#+()(,.
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freedom, peace, development and justice.

It was 40 years ago and also a very intensive period militarily, socially and
PUaghe& " #() *"%+) ") --$h-/7) "01) _%+§"18%0) 3/ 14/) 4+) 4/-/) 57-680"#7/1) +"8/) 7)
voice. So does people in the main stream. It is true that the media belongs to the
latter. But this documentary has crossed over to the other side to find out some of
the truth, if not all the truth. The coming generation can criticize or applaud
objectively such kind of material and work. But this documentary gives clear
answer to the questions why the expansion of USSR failed in Eritrea and Ethiopia?
Why Italian empire failed in the colon!"#$%&##$%!&%"(#(")#S&*!+,1(-# . */#0+%'I1"#

intervention in our region is bound to fail always?

In 2017 forty years after, [ am the Ambassador of the State of Eritrea to Japan

striving to pass the baton of friendship of Eritrea to Japan. I"#$%#&#'()*&+,#&-I'N"
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