EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF ERITREA
TOKYO

Press statement issued by the Embassy of the State of Eritrea to Japan on
UNSC lifting sanctions on Eritrea

Sixty-six years after, a new page of history unfolds in the Horn of Africa.
In 1941, Italian and German Army surrendered to the Allied Forces in Eritrea.

In 1942 US established under the direction of DOUGLAS AIRCRAFT “secret” assembly and
maintenance facility for the Royal Air Force in Gura, Eritrea. Following seven military
intelligence posts were also established in Eritrea which served the US Army from 1941
to 1976: Track A (Radio Marina), Track B (STRATCOM), Track C (Receivers), Track D
(Transmitters), Track E (Kagnew Station), Track F (Navy receivers) and Track G
(STONEHOUSE).

In 1945 SINCLAIR OIL COPROPRATION, which completed an agreement with the Imperial
Ethiopian Government for the development of petroleum, requested President Truman
administration Secretary of State James. F. Byrnes for the annexation of Eritrea to
Ethiopia. US administration succumbed to the demand. US Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles under President Eisenhower administration justified this move by stating in the
UN: “From the point of justice the opinion of the Eritrean people must receive
consideration. Nevertheless the strategic interests of the US in the Red Sea Basin and
world peace make it necessary that the country be linked with our ally Ethiopia”.
Subsequent to this, a political solution of “Federation”, a prelude to “annexation” of
Eritrea by Ethiopia, was imposed to the countries in 1952.

From 1952 to 2018 Horn of Africa became a playground of proxy politics during and after
the end of the cold war. As a result, peace did not prevail nor a drop of petroleum and
other bestowed rich resources of the region have been extracted until today. The people
of the Horn of Africa were instead punished with proxy-wars, conflicts, poverty, famine of
biblical proportion - never seen in human modern history - massive displacement of
people and underdevelopment.
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In 2006 US Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Jendayi Frazer in disregard of
international law and the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission (EEBC) final and
binding decision supported its violation for reasons, which are not explained and
understood publicly as of today. John Bolton, former UN ambassador and current US
Deputy Secretary of State in his book ‘Surrender Is Not An Option’, dealing with Eritrea
and Ethiopia border, put the obstacles for the implementation of the rule of law by Ms.
Jendayi Frazer in the UNSC as follows:

“...I certainly had no favorite, but it seemed that Eritrea had a point. Ethiopia had agreed
on a mechanism to resolve the border dispute in 2000 and now was welching on its deal
in flat violation of its commitments...”

“...I said we should solve the problem and not let it fester forever, France, Japan and
several other Council members agreed with me”

“...For reasons I never understood, however, Frazer reversed course, and asked in early
February to reopen the 2002 EEBC decision, which she had concluded was wrong, and
award a major piece of disputed territory to Ethiopia. I was at a loss how to explain that
to the Security Council...”

By so doing, the continued injustice to Eritrea and Ethiopia was once again repeated.
Diplomatic coercion to pin down Eritrea with military and economic embargo was the
order of the day since then. No peace and no war situation prevailed in the Horn of Africa
exposing the local population to unexpected and unnecessary hardships for another 13
years.

In 2018 Eritrea and Ethiopia signed peace treaty. Regional peace, stability, prosperity
and cooperation fell fast into the ownership of the resilient people of the two nations. The
Horn of Africa, Middle East, Nile Basin countries resonated equally. A new horizon of
peace, cooperation is in the making and clearly reverberating far beyond.

Today November 14, 2018: UNSC lifted the military and economic embargo imposed on
Eritrea. A new page has unfolded in the history of the Horn of Africa. It is a great victory to
the people of Eritrea, Ethiopia and all those who believe in the rule of law and justice.
Thank you China France Russia UK US Bolivia Cote d’Ivoire Equatorial Guinea Ethiopia
Kazakhstan Kuwait Netherlands Peru Poland and Sweden. Justice and Eritrea are
vindicated. A redress of the sixty-six years of wrongdoings to the region is not also
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